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various departments of this paper are that 

state of affairs for those who read and ar changing tha 
efficiency. Are you watchin following them 
Ms up, from week to Week? : 


“ Lord, Let Me lian with Thee!” 


The man from whom the demons were gone out 
prayed him that he might be with him: but 
he sent him away.—Luke 8: 38 


By Ernest Bourner Allen 


i 
$6 ORD, let me stay with thee! The 
crowd 
Which watched my frothings from 
afar, 


And later bound me with the chains, 

Will not permit me where they are, 
In any house I could not come 

On yesterday. And now the mob 
Will kill, or scorn, or cut me, 

And of thy peace will fiercely rob,— 
Lord, let me stay with thee!” 


Il 

Sweet yet strong the Voice—the Master’s 

Eye with love and cheer aflame— 
Makes answer to the demon-freed : 

* Yet must thou publish forth my name, 
Return now to thy house. Declare 

How great things God hath done for thee. 
I will not e’er forget thee there. 

Thou hast a mission sure from me!” 


Ill 

Back to the city wild, forthwith 

The man from demons freed returns : 
No craven he, but glad to speak 

The love which in him brightly burns. 
In his own house, where each man must, 

And in the city thoroughfare, 
Before each one who stops to hear, 

He tells how great things God hath done 
For him, erstwhile unclean, in chains, 

A desert wanderer, a care 
To friends, a menace to his foes, 

And now made free by God’s own Son! 
So doth the King empower his own, 

And on the past the records close ! 


“The Poor Heathen” . 


Whose fault is it that there are any ‘‘ poor 
heathen"'? A speaker at a recent meeting of the 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement drove this challeng- 
ing question into the consciences of his Christian 
hearers : If your father left in his will an inheritance 
for you and your brother, and your brother, being at 
a distance, could only receive his inheritance if you 
sent it to him, would you feel free to decide whether 
to send it to him or not? And if you did send it to 
him, would you take considerable credit to yourself 
for doing so? Tha?'s foreign missions. People talk 
complacently about the ‘‘poor heathen.’’ Why 
‘‘poor’’? Because the heathen have not received 
their share of the inheritance which the Father left us 
to give them. What shall we do about it? 


x 
Our Three Friends 


Friendship of the right sort means freedom of the 
best sort. The best thing that we can do for any man 
is to get him into touch with the right sort of friends ; 
and our own life is never what it should be until our 
friends are what they should be. Fortunately we can 
all have exactly thé friends that we most need. They 
are the Heavenly Father, his Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
‘The way in which these Friends prove their friendship 
for us has been revealingly suggested in the statement 
that God wills, Jesus works, and the Holy Spirit wit- 
nesses. It is God's will that men should be saved : 
our salvation originates in his loving purpose for us. 
Having: willed this; he committed to his only Son the 
working out and the completing of our salvation. And 
the Holy Spirit is in the world to-day to make known 
to men.the wonders of the work that is already done 
and. that is yet to bé done, for them, by Jesus Christ, 
in accordance with the will of the Father. It is as 
though an earthly king of absolute power assigned to 
his mightiest representative the work of providing for 
every need in the life of all his subjects, and then as- 
signed to another equally mighty representative the 


+. < 


mission of making known to his subjects the sufficiency 
of the provision that was made for them. Are we 
resting joyously in the friendship of our three Friends ? 


ax 


Our Punishment 
We do much that we need to be punished for. 

And God is faithful to our need of punishment. He 
is not so ‘‘soft-hearted’’ that he is untrue to his 
stewardship for us by failing to punish when that is 
the only thing that will save us. But as we look back 
over our own life and face our failures, how much of 
God's stern severity as punishment do we see there? 
A Christian man whose life has been marked by 
worse failures than most persons know cried out in 
his heart: ‘‘Oh, my God has never punished me 
since I was born—except by additional love !’’ Could 
not most of us say that ?; What God asks us to do, he 
himself does ; ‘‘If thine enemy hunger, feed him ; 
if he thirst, give him to drink : for in so doing thou 


shalt heap coals of fire upon his head.’" It is the 
burning punishment of God's love that is our salvation. 
aa 


The Failure of Doing Our Best 

‘*He did his best’’ would be an epitaph of" fail- 
ure over any life. Our best is foredoomed to. failure: 
For we are failures ; and the best efforts of one who 
is himself a failure are bound to fail. The sin in 
which we are born, in which we live, and in which 
we must die if we rely only upon our best, marks the fail- 
ure of our very being, and guarantees the failure of 
our acts, But there is a way out. ‘‘He let God do 
Hits best for him’’: when that can be said of any 
man, we have a success that can never be overthrown. 
God offers to do his best for us,—not merely to save 
us from the eternal death-penalty of our sins, but also 
to keep us every moment from the present power of 
our sin, and to guide and omnipotently enable us in 
successful activities. It is profitable to exchange the 
failure of our best for the success of God's best. 
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The Secret of the Simple Life 


O MAKE life simpler does not involve a return 
to barbarism, as is sometimes supposed, neither 
is our advance in civilization altogether respon- 

sible for the complex problems that frequently harass 
us. For the most part the conditions by which life is 
made simple or complex do not lie outside but inside 
the person. 

For instance, we picture to ourselves Abraham, the 
reverend patriarch, sitting peacefully under his oak-tree 
at Mamre. His many herds are quietly grazing on the 
hillsides ; his servants obediently perform his bidding, 
his wife and all his household honor him ; his mind 
is free from the distractions of our age. There are 
times when we long to be back in Abraham's day with 
its peaceful simplicity. _‘‘No wonder he grew to 
such a good old age,’’ we say; ‘‘the times did 
not. exact from him the nerve and the acumen which 
they exact from us. He had a chance to live the 
simple life.’’ 

But was his simple life due to outward circum- 
stances? Let us take a more careful look at it. Asa 
youth there came a time of terrific struggle, which 
ended in.a crisis, and resulted in his leaving home 
and country. That father whom he must have loved 
intensely he never saw again ; asa pilgrim he wan- 
dered all his days, : never once building a permanent 
home. After a while -he became aware of contentions 

«within his household. His nephew Lot began’to envy 
him, and Lot's setvatits strove with his. own servants 
over thie best_ppstires, “It was not dong before Lot 





selected his own fields for pasturing, but Abraham 
saw him pitch his tents toward Sodom. A few years 
later Lot was taken captive with the people of the val- 
ley, and-Abraham gathered his men, adding confed- 
erates with them, pursued the captors, and delivered 
Lot. Outward conditions were not so very simple, 
were they ? 

As if these troubles were not enough to destroy life's 
simpleness, Abraham's home became the center of 
various infelicities. For once his good wife Sarah 
gave him erroneous advice, which he was only too 
ready to accept and carry out. Bitter words were 
spoken by members of his family, and strifes in- 
creased until Hagar, the Egyptian handmaid, had 
been sent away .with :-Ishmael. It was then that 
Abraham’ s life had become complex indeed, and with 
the passing of simplicity happiness also passed away. 
But the difference between the peace of a simple life 
and the troubles of complex problems lay not in out- 
ward conditions ; it lay in the way in which Abraham 
himself ordered his steps, or allowed his steps to be 
ordered of God. 

His life remained as simple and peacetul as ever, 
when he left home and kindred, because he moved 
by the command of God. Whien the herdsmen of 
Lot strove with the servants of Abraham, that man of 
God retained his poise completely, and gallantly al- 
lowed Lot to choose his own fields.. Even the battle 
with the four eastern kings did not disturb him. God 
was his shield, and his exceeding great reward. His 
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heart was moved when he saw the impending doom 
that threatened also to sweep away his foolish 
nephew ; but no one can read the story of his plead- 


ing with the Judge of all the earth without sensing the 


wonderful simplicity of the man. But whenever he 
left God's path, and ordered his ways without refer- 
ence to God’s promise, whether deceiving kings or 
committing polygamy, his life became a complex en- 
tanglement, The peace of the hills and the quiet 
browsings of: his cattle served little to calm his soul. 
Had twentieth-century locomotives come shrieking by 
his compound it could have made matters little worse. 
The real trouble lay in his skortsightedness, by which 
life became a series of short shocks instead of a steady 
step on the pathway of God. 

When Mr. Milligan of the West African Missions 
wrote about the supposedly simple barbarians among 
whom he had labored, this was one of his descriptive 
remarks : ‘* The most notable feature of this simple 
life is its bewildering complexity. There is no men- 
tal perspective, The clamors cf the small but imme- 
diate interests constantly claim attention,’’ For this 
reason the barbarian, who knows nothing of railways 
and machineries, who loiters along with time hanging 
easily on his hands because he reckons no hours, who 
is utterly free from the worry and fret of modern social 
requirements, may be suffering from the effects of a 
complex life more than the capable manager of an up- 
to-date factory who has looked into the future with a 
keen eye and has definitely determined upon the 
course he should pursue. By reason of ever-recur- 
ring interests that press him close because of imme- 
diate needs, the barbarian finds himself forever in a 
tangle. A bite of food may extricate him for the 
moment, but presently he is caught again. His plans 
are brief, and each moment they must be renewed. 
The plans of a steady business man, on the other 
hand, are long and have singleness of. aim. 

That life is simple, then, which moves along on the 
path of:a:far-reaching, broad plan, and that life is 
eomplex which is corftrolled by a shortsighted vision. 
The greatest; the broadest, and the longest plan is 
that of our heavenly Father, Our lives are simple or 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 
Our Heavenly Father: When our hearts are sore, jay 
thy touch upon them. When we are dull, 
quicken us to life—even by pain if need be. Cure our 
insipidity. Impart thy flavor to us. Make us interest- 
ing. Cut away the dead wood and bring us to fruit- 
bearing. So fill us with heavenly passion thet our frozen 
features and frigid shall break out in kindly 
qrolbhan end tae Geldel hint eadiiinaie coum 
out to welcome the stranger and to serve the needy. 
When children lift up eager eyes to us let them never 
find us unresponsive and forbidding. Discipline us out 
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complex, therefore, according as we do or do not get 
into line with his plans: ‘‘The way of the transgres- 
sor is hard,’’ for many reasons, but chief among them 
is that perpetually he must concoct new schemes. 
What he had planned yesterday was completely 
thwarted by some unforeseen circumstance to-day ; he 
must plan again from an entirely new basis. Thus he 
is hurried hither and thither, unable to enjoy for any 
length of time his ill-gotten harvests. He must expe- 
rience the bitterness of the West African barbarian. 
No peace of mind is his. 
Precisely as in the life of ancient Abraham the jo 

of simplicity flowed according to the measure in which 
he followed the plan divine, so must and so shall it 
come to us, And just as with him the frets and trou- 
bles of the complex life became his burdén in the 
measure by which he departed from the path that 
God had laid out for him, so must and shall worry 
and anxiety be our portion on the by-paths aside from 
God’s highway. As soon as the huinan eye learns to 
pierce beyond the moment far into the limitless future 
that is sure to come, and masters the art of taking 
part in the plan divine for the ages and for his own 
life, so soon shall the heart enjoy simplicity. It can- 
not be sooner ; it will not be later. The life hid with 
Christ in God ever was and ever shall: be the ‘most 
simple life. 





Adam’s Salvation 

In your Notes on Open Letters you state that ‘* Adam 
needed Christ, and was saved by Christ'’; and ‘the 
teaching of the Bible is that their [Old Testament believ- 
ers'] oa entrance into heaven was through Christ their 
Saviour, even though they did not know the historic Jesus 
as we know him." 

It would be a favor to me and possibly to others if you 
would kindly state, from what was Adam saved by Christ ? 
It would seem that, if by Christ Adam gained entrance 
into heaven, then he was rewarded for his transgression, 
given a higher state than he originally had, or would have 
had had he remained obedient as a man,—A MISSOURI 
READER. 


Adam was saved by Chiist from the penalty and 
power of his sin. For our Lord Jesus Christ is the 
Saviour and Redeemer, not only of those who have 
lived since his incarnation on earth, but of all man- 
kind, —‘‘ specially of them that believe.’’ ‘*In none 
other is there salvation : for neither is there any other 
name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein 
we [the human race] must be saved’’ (Acts 4 : 12). 
Whether Christ lifts fallen mankind to a higher place 
than Adam unsinning and without a Saviour would 
ever have had, is a question that cannot perhaps be 
finally answered in this life. It is very evident that 
when, by his coming, Christ completes our redemp- 
tion and brings to pass ‘‘ the revealing of the sons of 
God*’ (Rom, 8 : 19), then those who are in Christ 
wili have been brought to a higher state than Adam 
originally had ; but it is not well to dogmatize as to 
whether Adam, unsinning, might not have been 
brought by Christ into that same state of the glory of 
the sons of God. 

Yet we dare not limit the power and reach of the 
amazing grace of God. — Let us be sure of one thing : 
he never needs sin in his purposes. But he can 
make the wrath of man to praise him ; and it need 
not surprise us if we should learn thathe can the more 
fully express his power in loving, undeserved grace to 
sinners just because his great Adversary sought to 
defeat him, Yet if this és so, let us not for one in- 
stant, with our limited human reasoning, say that 
then we are glad Adam sinned: that it was a good 
thing for the world that sin came into it. That would 
be as unjustified as, ‘*Shall we continue in sin, that 





grace may abound ?"* 
Spirit seals our lips when he says, ‘‘ God forbid.'’. 
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To both suggestions the Holy 


Is His Faithfulness Enough ? 


I have read and re-read the article on ‘* The Life That 
Wins."’ ! Forso many years I have known that there is a 
depth, a fulness, in Christ which I do not. know, though 
my heart has longed to know it. Often I have prayed 
earnestly for it. Bntit I read this article I thought ¢#hat 
longing of my soul would never be satisfied. Oh, | am so 
happy now to know that it may be possible, 

44 trying to surrender my life, my all to Him. I have 
again asked him for the ‘ fulness in Christ'’ of which you ‘ 
speak. I want you to pray for me, that I may grow more 
like him each day. 

I am the motherof four boys, the oldest seventeen years, 
the youngest five. The anxiety and responsibility which 
I feel is great. I must needs pray daily for strength and 
wisdom to guide them aright. I have given each boy to 
God, asking that he use them for His glory. In all cities 
there isso much evil, so many outside influences which 
lead astray the youth. I often suffer lest my boys be led 
into sin. How may I have such a strong faith in Him, 
and His keeping, that Iwill not suffer such anxiety ? Often, 
often I have felt that my life is a failure, that I have fallen 
so far short of that which I have striven to be—and such 
feelings have discouraged me. Blessed thought that NOW © 
my life in Him may be a success!—A MISSISSIPPI. 
MOTHER. 


God’s faithfulness is the answer to this mother’s 
eager, hopeful heart-cry. The following suggestions 
are made in the form of direct address : 

Our Lord cax answer your heart-longings and: meet 
your every need, crowning your own life and the life 
of your boys with his blessed, victorious success. 

Just stop fying to surrender your life and all to 
him ; and if you want-him to have all there is of you, 
all your possessions, everything, for time and eter- 
nity, simply telk him so : tell him: that you give it all 
to him, and then recognize that that matter is settled. 

He will do the rest, if you let him.by. remembering 
that he has promised ‘to, and then accept his word for 
it. When you surrender, he-does the crucifying: of 
self, that he may replace yourself with: himself.:and 
live his own life in you. 1 


1 A pamphlet to be had from The Sunday School ‘Times Company 
2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen. , 
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He alone can do this ; but he will do it, he does do 
when you do your part by surrendering and then 
him do it all. 

you believe that he is faithful to you, now and 
ays? Then just think of his faithfulness. Don’t 
try to ‘* have a strong faith,’’ but ask yourself whether 
his faithfulness is strong. If are sure it is strong, 
infinitely strong, continuously faithful, then quietly 


EF 


iy 


‘thank him for that, praise him for it, and eep on 


thinking about his faithfulness. We cannot have 
strong faith in our Lord when we are thinking about 
our faith, But he can do wonderful things for us 


when we think about his faithfulness. 

His faithfulness is equal. to the task, now and 
always, of making your life such a victorious success 
that the heart of God shall actually be rejoiced. That 
is Christ’s mission, to do just that for you and in you 
and through you. And Christ does not fail in his 
mission, 

And as you think of your Lord’s faithfulness, re- 
member that the safe-keeping of your boys, as well 
as your own safe-keeping, depends upon his faithful- 
ness. Is your Lord faithful to your boys, as well as 
to you? Then what room is there for anxiety? You 
cannot safeguard your boys. Hecan. It is his will 
that they be safeguarded. If you have committed the 
matter to him in prayer, it is now time to rejoice in 
the faithfulness with which he will answer. 


** God is faithful,—not he has been, 
Not he will be,—both are true ; 
But to-day, in this sore trial, 

: God #s faithful Now to.you.”’ 


Ohio Men’s Bible Class Zeal 


A pastor twenty-eight years old accepted a call to 
a church of about four hundred, with a Sunday-school 
all but‘dead. That was twelve years ago. Now the 
total membership of the church is in the neighbot- 
hood of 3,800, and its Sunday-school’s enrolment is 
6,000. The story of ‘* how they do it’’ in this Sun- 
day-school of the First Christian“Church- of Canton, 
Ohio, was told in The Sunday School Times of Sep- 
tember 19, 1914, by the pastor, the Rev. P. H. Wel- 
shimer. After the appearance of the article another Ohio 
worker, William Spanton, Superintendent of the High 
Street’ ‘Church ‘of Christ, Akron; in a letter’ speaking 
heartily ‘of the Canton school questioned a statement 
that had‘ been made by the editors : 


In your, issue of September 19, 1914, the editorial note 
in coniiection with the article by P. H. Welshimer states 
that his school has'a men’s class with an enrolment of six 
hundred and an average attendance of five hundred. ‘I‘his, 

I think, is an error. I have not been in his school for two 

or three years, but those who have been there recently 

state that he has no large men’s class—the largest running 
less than one hundred. 

In. some way I think that large men's class must. be 
confused with the Brotherhood Class of our own school, 
which recently had an enrolment of six hundred, though 
now it has been cut down to about four hundred. A little 
over a year ago a strike in the rubber factories here re- 
sulted in large numbers of men leaving the city. As that 
is the principal industry here, many of these men were 
members of the Brotherhood Class. The roll was recent! 

‘ thoroughly revised and a lot of this dead timber cut off, 
accaupting for the great reduction in the enrolment. 

This is not written with any desire or intent, to dispar- 
age Brother Welshimer’s school, for he has a wonderful 
school. However, we had made a specialty of our men’s 
class, and have the largest men’s class in the state, and 
the largest among our own people in the United States. 
The editorial statement concerning a men’s class of 

six hundred in the Canton school was based upon a 
newspaper clipping that had been received from Mr. 
Welshimer, who clears up the facts in the case in the 
following interesting letter to the Times : 

The reporter made several blunders in his figures, and 
I attempted in each case to correct those figures before 
sending out the paper, and thought I had done so in 
the copy sent you, but probably it was overlooked. I am 
very sorry that the wrong figures got into the report in the 
‘Times. I saw it, and intended writing you at once regard- 
ing it, but through an oversight this was not done. I do 
want the correction made, as we do not want to sail under 
false colors. 

Our largest men’s class has an enrolment of about three 

’ hundred, Our next largest has an enrolment around the 
one hundred mark. The mixed adult class, which I teach, 

has an enrolment near the eighteen hundred mark. I 

shall be pleased if you will make this correction in your 

paper. 

So it appears that both these remarkable Ohio Sun- 
day-schools are doing notable men’s Bible class work, 
the Akron school leading in that detail just now, and 
the largest Canton men’s class not far behind. Some 
one has said that it looks as though the day were pass- 
ing when the Sunday-school can properly be called 
‘«the nursery of the church."’ Weare getting nearer 
to the Sunday-school standards of Korea, where the 
problem has been to make room for the children be- 
cause: the men and women crowd in so: 
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Bible Classes Blazing the Way for Billy Sunday 


By George G. Dowey 





war promises to be the greatest revival of mod- 
ern times is now gripping the city of Philadel- 


phia, and is already extending its influence to 


the surrounding territory within a radius of about fifty 
miles. No city, perhaps, has been more thoroughly 
aroused and better prepared for the coming of Mr. 
Sunday to conduct a great campaign, and Philadel- 
phia’s present promising condition is due in a large 
measure to the stimulating influence of Scranton’s re- 
vival, 

That city has contributed both men and program to 
Philadelphia. Scranton tried the experiment of or- 
ganizing ten thousand men into Bible classes as a 





We want YOU and 
99 OTHERS 
For our Men’s Bible Ciass 











preparatory factor for the Sunday Campaign. The ex- 


périment became an experience. - Now Philadelphia. 


is not experimenting, but duplicating Scranton’s ex- 


perience and multiplying it by five; fifty thousand’ 


men will be actually reached and organized into Bible 
classes for the campaign. In three months over 17,000 
new men have been brought in. Add these to the 
14,000 with which we began and we haye 31,000, and 
they are now coming in at the rate of 2,000 men a 
week; and the momentum is increasing every week. 
It, took Scranton about three months to catch the vis- 
ion, and to get started on the Men's Bible Class pro- 
gram. Philadelphia got started immediately when 
the program of reaching fifty thousand men was pre- 
sented, and this, of course, because of Scranton’s won- 
derful experience. 

The Scranton Committee had asked the writer to 
act as Executive Secretary of the Sunday Campaign in 
that city, and ‘to ‘‘ forget the Sunday-school idea.’ 


A previous article described how the Sunday-school. 


idea was not forgotten but was worked, to the complete 
surprise and satisfaction of the committee. The Phil- 


adelphia Committee asked the writer to come and: 


««work’’ the Sunday-school idea in the Philadelphia 
Campaign for all it was worth. That is just what is 
being done. 

How to get the proposition of reaching fifty thous- 
and men for Bible classes before the ministers, and 
the city in general, in a way that would at once com- 
pel attention and stimulate to immediate action was 
the problem in the early fall, It was suggested that a 
general meeting of the Philadelphia ministers be called 
to discuss plans for the Billy Sunday Campaign. No 
definite plans had as yet been thought of, except the 
organizing of men’s Bible classes ; the number of men 
or program of operation was not yet determined. I 
was asked to speak before the ministers’ meeting. I 
proposed to the committee that two other men make 
my speech, and that these two men be brought from 
Scranton, one of them a Billy Sunday ‘trail-hitter’’ 
and the other a minister, The ‘‘trail-hitter’’ was to 
be a sample of one thousand Sunday converts who, I 
suggested, could be brought to Philadelphia from 
Scranton and Wilkes-Barre, in teams of four men each, 
to speak in five hundred churches and testify to the 
value of the Sunday Campaign. The minister was to 
be one of the more than one hundred ministers who 
could testify to the value of a great men’s Bible class 
as a@ preparatory factor and conserving agency for the 
revival, . 





$1,000 Reward 


would not be more appreciated than 
500 Men in our Bible Class 
WILL YOU BE ONE? 











That ministers’ meeting was held on September 28, 
in the Central Young Men’s Christian Association 
auditorium. It was declared to be the greatest gath- 
ering of ministers in the history of Philadelphia. 
More than five hundred were in attendance to learn 
of the initial plans of the campaign. To this meet- 
ing of ministers I made two propositions : 1. .Toman 








THE! SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








—— 


+ 


Fifty thousand men in five hundred Bible classes is 

Philadelphia's program. The amazing story of how 

" the program is being carried out makes this predic- 

tion seem reasonable : that the greatest single fac- 

tor in the Philadelphia revival led by Billy Sunday 
will be the Sunday-school ! 








five.hundred pulpits with Scranton and Wilkes-Barre 
‘*trail-hitters'’; 2. To reach 50,000 men for Bible 
classes. 

To many ministers, representing refined and fas- 
tidious churches, the first proposition seemed a wild 
and-dangerous venture. For these trail-hitters might 
be very ignorant, uncouth creatures, whose presence, 
and whose language especially, would not help but 
hinder the revival. A. J. Saunders, a big, fine appearing 
man, a commission merchant from Scranton’s busiest 
business block, was the typical trail-hitter presented to 
that.meeting. Saunders’ plain, straightforward testi- 
mony, fall of-wit and pathos, as to the saving power 
of Jesus in the life of a sinner, evoked tears and 
laughter from those five hundred ministers, The 
‘sample’ did the work. Four hundred churches 
were opened to these trail-hitters, eight hundred of 
whom, representing every vocation, from bankers 
and: professional men to day laborers, and even con- 
verted bartenders, made the trip of over three hun- 
dred miles on October 24, and the next day, Sunday, 
gave their.testimonies in the four hundred churches 
with practically the same effect upon their hearers as 
the testimony of Saunders had upon the ministers. 





Men Men 


We had 256 on November 29 
' "in Men’s Bible Class 


| We are after |300] for January 3 
Ourselves our only competitors 











The other speaker at that ministers’ meeting was 
the Rev. G. W.. Bull, D.D., who told in his inimita- 
ble way how.twelve of his men caught the vision of 
reaching. one hundred men for their Bible class of the 


: First. Presbyterian Church of Scranton as a prepara- 


tion forthe revival. He told how his men worked 
until more than seven hundred were reached for that 
class, and of the things they did and are doing for 
the élturch and community. As soon as Dr. Bull 
had finished his story, every minister in that meeting 
wanted a hundred men for his Bible class, and about 
two-thirds of them started in at once to get the hun- 
dred... 

The campaign for fifty thousand men in Bible 
classes was launched immediately. These ministers 
caught the inspiration of that great program ; they 
were. convinced that it could and would be done. 
They imparted the inspiration to their churches, and 
many communities became bee-hives of activity for 
men by men. Politicians seeking voters never can- 
vassed a community with greater care than many sec- 
tions of Philadelphia have been canvassed for pros- 
pective Bible class members. Classes contested with 
each other in reaching a definite number of men, 
until now many who thought the reaching of one 
hundred men.in a month would be a decided achieve- 
ment are working for their second, third, and, in 
some cases, the fifth and six hundred. 

In.nearly every team of those trail-hitters there was 
a carefully-selected Bible class advocate from some 
strong class in Scranton, and the burden of his testi- 
mony. to the churches was that of Dr. Bull's to the 
ministers; namely, the value of the men’s class in 
the campaign, how it gathered men and yielded the 
greatest fruits in the revival, This testimony in 
nearly four hundred churches added great impetus to 
the movement already begun by the ministers. On 
that very Sunday, because of this testimony, several 
thousand men, not identified with Bible classes, 
yielded themselves to Bible class work and personal 
evangélisin. 

‘‘MEN WANTED" in great large letters, on a 
sign stretched clear across the front of a church, is a 


Chairman of the Men’s Bible Class Committee, Philadelphia Sunday Campaign ; 
and General Secretary of the Philadelphia County Sunday School Association 
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common sight in Philadelphia. Many of these signs 
are unusual and original. A few typical ones are 
shown on this page. 

I have seen groups of men stop in front of churches 
and read these signs, then pass on and talk about 
men’s Bible classes and the revival activity of the 
churches, All this has its proper effect. The atten- 
tion of the whole city is arrested; men are uncon- 
sciously brought into a favorable attitude towards the 
church and the revival, and are easier to win to a 
Bible class. Dozens of men from. all over the city 
report that they never found it so easy to get men to a 
Bible class. 





100 Men Secured—Not Satisfied 
200 Wanted—Come in 











One pastor who said his church and his community 
presented a peculiar and difficult situation, and that 
men were not to be had, asked the writer to address 
the few men he did have, with the hope of stimulating 
them to action. I went to his church on a Sunday 
afternoon, and faced ten men. They, too, were of 
the opinion that their case was peculiar, and that men 
could not be reached in that locality. While we 
talked something happened. It was clearly of the 
Lord. The door opened and two strangers walked in. 
They said they desired to join a men's Bible class, 
and asked if there was one in that church. Those 
ten men were stunned for a minute, There was no 
need of much further argument. I simply asked 
them to work for a hundred men ina month. They 
accepted the challenge, the two new men joining 
in heartily, and are now hard at the task. 

A significant feature of the Philadelphia campaign 
is the interest and activity of the students of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. A group of these students 
asked for a real big job to do in this revival. We 
submitted to them the task of assisiing the churches 
of West Philadelphia, where the University is located 
(one of the largest sections of the city, with about 100 
churches), to reach 10,000 men for Bible classes. 
About two hundred students accepted the challenge, 
and went out in teams of three and five men each, 
and gave their Sundays and other spare time for a 
period of six weeks to ringing door-bells, visiting 
hotels and lodging-houses, seeking out men of all 
classes and taking them to Bible classes. These stu- 
dents were supplied with cards, like the following 
form, as invitations to new members : 





Will You be One of One Hundred? 


The West Philadelphia Churches and the University 


of Pennsylvani+ Students’ campaign for 10,000 Men 
in West Philadelphia for the W. A. Sunday revival. 
(over) 








Yes! I will be One of One Hundred 
Members of the Men's Bible Class of the 


ocpdnglsenaiaessaquteeectdenaiiivesas beakamabtssheesios Church 





PPP Seer eee) 


IIIIEE TIT bs sccccrcenhscahermemnchaieaedesactaetmeseenns 











The great University is tied up in a very practical way 
with this campaign, and a new religious life has 
gripped the entire institution. 

All conceivable methods are being applied to stir 
the most dormant and seemingly impossible churches. 
A challenge has been extended to the various denom- 
inational bodies to urge their Sunday-schools to make 
the most of this revival opportunity. The Philadel- 
phia Presbyterian Superintendents’ Association has 
been challenged to reach 10,000 men for Bible classes 
in their 100 Sunday-schools, The Baptist Associa- 
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tion has been asked for a like number ; the Methodist 
Episcopal, for 15,000; the Reformed schools, for 
3, 300 in their 33 schools; the United Presbyterian, 
for 2,100 in their 21 schools. All these denomina- 
tional bodies accepted the challenge and are pushing 
the work with vigor, 

Pastors all cver the city are giving wonderful testi- 
monies to the transformations that are already taking 
place in their churches because of the activities of 
their men before Mr. Sunday's arrival in the city. 

One pastor reports 93 men in his class, 75 of whom 
have been brought in during the last few weeks ; that 
150 new members have been added to his school in 
two months and a new building is an immediate 
necessity. ‘ 

Another, whose church was reported ‘‘dead"’ six 
weeks ago, where 15 men in a Bible class seemed a 
‘¢crowd,"’ writes that during the last few weeks his 
men's class has ‘‘ increased his tongue, arm, and leg 
capacity 500 percent.'’ That class grew from 15 to 
345 in five weeks. 

A pastor of what was considered a very conservative 
church says that his handful of men, about@12, have 
brought in 154 men in six weeks, and that it is the 
best thing that has come to his church in years. 

One pastor says that his great men's class of nearly 
200 has prevented his school from losing ground in a 
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section of the city from which there is a great exodus 
of church people to the suburbs. 

One class has eat from Fd to 336-in thirteen 
weeks. Another jumped from 70 mente 6go in 
the same time, and only last Sunday that class was so 
crowded in its regular quarters that it moved to a large 
theater. mF 

Literally hundreds of classes have fairly jumped 
into a new life of activity. And the startling thing 
about it all is that of these thousands of men who are 
being gathered in, in many cases about two-thirds 
are not professing Christians, It can readily be 
seen what will take place when these men are brought 
to the great tabernacle meetings in delegations of 
thousands. Every unsaved man will be known by a 
number of Christian men. These Christian men, as 
personal workers, will be ‘‘sharpshooters.’"" When 
the message is given by Mr. Sunday, followed by the 
call for decision for Christ, men by the hundreds will 
plead with other men, and down the sawdust trail 
they will come. May we not confidently expect 
50,000 men to decide for Christ and become a great 
working force for Christ and his church ? 

Surely the men’s Bible classes in Philadelphia will 
demonstrate to the world in a new way the Sunday- 
school’s real place and power in evangelism. 

PHILADELPHIA. 











| Did it Pay in Dollars and Cents ? 


A business man’s review of the Billy Sunday campaign in Scranton 
By H. C. Haak 





Dan Crawford in one of his burning chapters on missions points out that Christ 
absolutely ignored the mention of money in his last commission, even though His 


promised presence included the money needed. 


‘* Did the revival campaign pay in 


dollars and cents?’’ is not a question that troubles one who knows the value of a 


soul. 


But the question is asked, and a Scranton business man thought that he would 
just see whether it was financially worth while to have Billy Sunday there. 


The 


$48,000 that the campaign cost Scranton is a lot of money, but it looks insignificant 
when Mr. Haak gets through with his calculations. 


N OW that the tabernacle, with its heart-throbbing 
experiences, with its tears of repentance and 
joy of redemption, is a sacred memory in 
Scranton, in the quiet hush of the aftermath with 
ample time for study, when the matter of expense 
and arduous labors is considered, the question, .«‘ Was 
it really worth while, and did it pay?’’ should be 
answered definitely and unmistakably. 

The total financial cost of the campaign was $48,- 
ooo, This sum covered the expenses of the taber- 
nacle—its building and maintenance, the expenses of 
the Sunday party, the salaries of all of Mr. Sunday's 
associates, and the gift to Mr, and Mrs, Sunday 
themselves. It should be noted that the expense of 
maintenance was an important item in the tabernacle, 
for on the day that the campaign opened the severest 
blizzard known in- northeast Pennsylvania swept 
through this valley, snow drifting higher than -the 
eaves of the tabernacle on two sides. 

This amount was raised by plate collections in the 
tabernacle, which continued for about four weeks of the 
campaign, and by the free-will offering on the closing 
day of the campaign. It is interesting to note that while 
all accounts payable and receivable have not been set- 
tled, there is at this writing a surplus in the treasury of 

2,400. This will be distributed to the various char- 
itable institutions in this city when the final settle- 
ment has been made. 

The sum total of the campaign was $48,000.. Was 
it worth the money? Can the results be positively 
identified ? If so, who were the beneficiaries ? That 
the churches and Sunday-schools were benefited: -can 
readily be proved, but were their results large enough 
to warrant this rather large expenditure ? 

As a‘criterion, the Elm Park M. E. Church, ‘the 
people’s church,"’ as it is familiarly called, has been 
selected for consideration, and the statistics here 
given have been taken from the official records of the 
church: 


The total membership of the church, resident 


and non-resident, is about,...............s.00s 2,500 
The actual number of members with addresses 

positively known, and who are within dis- 

tances to expect attendance at services and 

to contribute, .....c...ccceeees adsecesocvceanccensce 2,070 
Of this number the new members, or ‘‘ Trail 

Hitters,’’ as they are affectionately called, 

ATO cccccccenccccscccescceceeeeeeeeeees Seeeeeerereeens 742 
Leaving an *‘ old membership”? of............... 1,328 


This old membership paid to the current ex- 


penses of te church last year (Conference “°°” * 
year, April 1, 1913, to April 1, 1914) under © 

a Pew Rental Plan and Partial Duplex En- 

TONED WM sicsesdl retrace tescesccsaccicese 2 $11,144.23) 

An average per member Of........sssssssseseseeseees 8.39 

This same old membership (1,328) have pledged 
for the current expenses this year under 
the Free Pew Plan and Duplex Envelope 
System 

An average per member Of,...........ssccssesesseees 

An average gain per member of $1.39, or six- 
teen and a half percent, with a total gain of,, 

It should be noted that the Duplex 

nvelopes are not placed on the col- 
lection plates, but are deposited in 
boxes provided for them in the vesti- 
bules, 

The Trail.Hitters have pledged for the current 
expenses, this their first year (only 696 had 
contributed up to August 1).............00008 

An average per member (742) Of,..........sseseesee 

The treasurer’s report up to September 14 
shows plate collections have increased 
OURS FIRE HI, sacsicknacnasrncunarshbibeneaieesoss 

And the receipts for current expenses had in- 
creased over corresponding dates last year 2,249.91 

(It should here be noted that the Billy Sunday campaign 

did not conclude until April 19, plate collections for three 

Sundays in April were lost, and in changing from the 

Pew Rental Plan to the Free Pew Plan with the Duplex 

Envelope System at least two months had passed before 

the new plan was in any kind of working order, so that 

what has been accomplished is really better than the statis- 
tics show.) 

The above figures show a gain, or increased reve- 
nues (and which are likely to be still further 
augmented), for the current year of approxi- 
GRIT. 50 osccaessncnccnestsciensdshoccessesesassoconeiatnes 

The enrolled membership of the Sunday-school from 
the Cradle Roll to the Home Department last 
FORE WAS. cis esisstecdeccccusctuesivvoosesodoucidedess a 

The total enrolled membership now is............... oi 

A gain Of............0. tidoe dnp ovmenbapsootnddecesicosqqacteeien 


12,993.84 
9.78 


1,849.61 


4,068.70 
, 5.48 


541.68 


500 
Such gains can be reported of almost every church 
and Sunday-school in the Valley, and the fact is, 
some Sunday-schools, like the First Presbyterian and 
the Hickory Street German Presbyterian of this city, 
have men’s Bible classes (organized since the Sunday 
campaign) with enrolled memberships of over 600. 
Superintendent Hopper of the Lackawanna’ County 
Sunday School Association reports the county mem- 
bership increased from 35,000 to 47,000, and the 
most significant fact of the 12,000 gain in members is 
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that ninety percent of them were men—men who 


could qualify in organized Adult Bible classes. 

That Billy Sunday reached men is evidenced by 
another fact. At the last meeting in the tabernacle for. 
men, Sunday, April 19, at 2 P, M., Mr. Rodeheaver 
requested that all men who had stopped ‘hitting 
the booze’’ since Mr. Sunday came to the city raise 
the right hand, and immediately hands ‘‘shot up," 
—men vied with each other in trying to raise their 
hands higher. How many were there? From 
where the writer sat, on the steps of the platform, it 
seemed as if almost every man in that audience 
of 10,000 men had his hand up. _ From competent 
judges it was estimated that no less than 5,000, and 
probably 6,000, had become total abstainers, Here 
was visible evidence, and our hearts still glow at its 
remembrance. A conservative estimate places the 
number of total abstainers in this valley as the result 
of the Sunday campaign at not less than 10,009 men, 
saying nothing about the women. 

Some people say that the Sunday campaign was a 
failure. Who say this? Brewers and saloon-keepers. 
Can we refute their statements? The report of the 
internal revenue collector for this district is of value, 
He reports for the first six months of this calendar 
year, 17,000 gallons of whiskey less consumed than 
in the preceding six months, 25,000 barrels of beer 
less than for the same period last year, and a cor- 
responding decrease in tobacco. 

The number of licensed places in Lackawanna 
County last year was 950. The number of licenses 
granted this year was 925, but among these there 
were a number not taken up, and up to October 24 
over 300 transfers of licenses had been granted or 
applied for, the most unusual number of transfers 
ever known in Lackawanna County. , 

To sum up the investigation as to whether the cam- 
paign paid : One church gained in receipts $6,500, 
or about fourteen percent of the entire cost of , the. 
campaign. If the 500 churches within, the territory 
embraced gained an average of only $200 per year 
(though $300 is believed to. be. nearer the trye amount) 
the churches will have gained in receipts the first year 
from $100,000 to $150,000 for an expenditure of 
$48, 000. 


If the 10,000 new men now in Lackawanna County,, 


cents a man .eac 
year, the Sunday-schools will have.gained, $50,000, or. 
$2,000 more than the entire cost of. the campaign, 


Supday-schoels, contributed..op ap, average only ica, 


Sunday for fifty, Sundays. in the 


If the 10,000 booze-quitting men spent an average , 
of $2 per man each week for fifty weeks in the year 


for intoxicants (we have numerous. personal. testimo- 
nies of booze bills that range from $20 to $150 per 
month), then for an investment of $48,000, we have 


diverted $1,000,000 per year from the hotel and ®% 


saloons into honorable and legitimate business chan- 
nels, and into the churches. You say these figures 
are too high ; they are not too high... Well, cut the. 
amount in two ; was it worth $48,000 to divert $500, - 
coo into legitimate business channels and into the. 
churches ? 

The other day the writer asked an executive auditor 
of one of .our largest corporations what effect the Sun- 
day campaign had on their employees. _ 

‘‘Our employees have been transformed,'’.he re- 
plied. ‘It was ‘the greatest institute for efficiency, 
that we have ever known. In efficiency the company 
has gained in one month several times the cost of the 
tabernacle, and in actual cash from loss of time, leave 
of absence (intoxication), sickness (dissipation), in any 


one month an amount equal to the entire cost of the 


tabernacle,”’ events 

Was, it worth $48,000 in advertising to the city .of 
Scranton to have it.known that it was a good place to 
live in? (And it is, Come and see.) Was it worth 
$48,000 to have 17,000 persons (of whom 300 were 
Roman Catholics) ‘‘ hit the trail,’’ coming as they did 
from almost every state east of the Mississippi River 
and from some states west, and from the Dominion of 
Canada, not mentioning the number of foreigners, 
residents of this valley ? 

The writer personally knows wives who, if they had 
the money, would willingly have paid $48,000 indi- 
vidually for the restoration of their husbands and their 
sons. It was a common sight to see father and son 
hit the trail together, and we have many instances 
where whole families were converted, where _pre- 
viously not a single member was a follower of the 
Master. 

Did it pay? The temporal side is so large that it 
almost obscures the spiritual. What about the spir- 
itual? The results can never be estimated, and will. 


never be known until the righteous Judge shall make 
‘them known at that Day. 
Scranton, Pa. 
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‘When Men’s Adult Classes Get After Souls 


Meeting the crucial test of personal evangelism in Adult Bible classes 





Fourteen Conversions in One Month 


HE Senior Baraca Class of the First Methodist 
Church, Jamestown, N. Y., saw fourteen young 
men. accept Christ in one month, All fourteen 

are ‘‘in the fold'* to-day, and some of them have led 
others into the light. 

How was this accomplished? By systematic work 
on the part of a body of young men who, having the 
deep desire to see these, their brothers, led aright, 
got down on their knees and asked the Lord God of 
hosts to aid them in doing the right thing at the right 
time that the personal touch might accomplish its true 
work, In a small room of the little church ten young 
men met at noon each Sunday after the morning ser- 
vice, and knelt in prayer for ten minutes, each offer- 
ing a minute prayer, 

After this the men talked over their experiences 
during the week with the young men prayed for, and 
each made a new choice of the man that he thought, 
under the conditions, he was best fitted to reach. 
One young man who was being prayed for was inter- 
ested in chickens. One of the young men in the 
saving band was also a follower of the feathered fowls. 
He was selected as the best-equipped man of the 
whole lot to reach the other. And so ‘all along the 
line the saver’s band chose their men. During the 
week they managed to make engagements to meet 
the young men in their homes, and had chats about 
the things that both were most interested in. 

All this time this body of young soul-savers were 
on the lookout for other prospective souls for the king- 
dom. As these were selected one of the fellows wrote 
the name in a little book which he carried in his 
pocket everywhere he went. Indeed several of the 
fellows took down the whole list of names, This gave 
them a daily reminder, and at noon each week-day, 
whether in shop, store, street-car, street-corner, or at 
home, as the clock or whistle marked twelve o clock, 
they had a silent talk with the Lord about the saving 
of these fellows for his vineyard. Then when the 
young men were met on the street, after this prayer 
service of the heart, it was found an easier matter to 
speak to them in an interested manner, and to take 
thought for their personal welfare. . 

When you are really in earnest about a man’s soul, 
and: pray that he may know Christ, you will find that 
you become deeply interested in his earthly welfare as 
well, For if. we are to think of.a man’s welfare in 
the far home, why shouldn't we, if we have the right 
spirit, desire to see that his body and soul profit in 
this world? So we who were in an official position in 
different shops and. factories, or who held some string 
upon the doors of such, saw to it that these fellows 
should not want for a position. We planned also to 
have them introduced to the fellows that we knew, 
and: made ourselves live engines of social intercourse. 
It is well to discover whether the fellow you are pray- 
ing for is in the right social atmosphere. It is harder 
to win a man as long as he is frequenting the saloon 
or pool-room. They are in a different world, Get 
them into the same pasture, then they will soon take 
to the flock of the Good Shepherd, 

Before-the little prayer-band had long been at its 
work, the pastor announced, much to their delight, 
that’ am evangelist had been procured for a series of 
meetings in the church. We hoped that he would be 
a man that young men would be drawn to. And he 
was. Then we saw to it that during the meetings 
these fellows were on hand. 

One by one fourteen—the whole number on the 
prayer-lists, as we later found—sought the altar. with 
contrite hearts. All joined the church and proved 
mighty workers, The Bible class grew to such pro- 
portions that the officers of the school were obliged to 
allow enlarged quarters, and soon the new room was 
far too small.- The new zeal was largely due to the 
added power of the prayers of the newly converted. 
The whole church organization felt the quiver from 
these fourteen men and their leaders, possibly more 
than from any other result of the evangelist’s work. 
At the mid-week services these new converts prayed 
and testified with greatest zeal. They said that the 
other services were ‘‘skim-milk,'’ while the prayer- 
service was ‘‘ pure cream."' And they added to the 
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** It is only as the adult classes of this continent do 
real personal evangelism that they will succeed,” 
wrote W. C. Pearce to the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, The word of this ‘‘ International ’’ 
Adult Class general comes with force ‘to Sunday- 
school leaders in this day of the miracle progress 
of the Adult Class movement. Another Bible class 
general, Marshall A. Hudson, of the Baraca-Phila- 
thea Movement, puts the emphasis in the same 
place, and the ‘‘ Secret Service’’ of the Baraca 
classes is constantly winning such results as ‘* Four- 
teen Conversions in One Month,” which is told 
about on this page. 








social life of the church as well, and were a blessing 
to all whom they met. 

This body of saved men formed a secret band and 
met in a down-town office, that of the teacher, every 
week. Prayers were offered to God for other souls, 
and prospective young men were talked of. Men 
were selected to lead these to Christ, and so others 
were added to the class-roll who had experienced the 
saving grace. Thus the endless motion was started, 
and to-day we can locate young men in various parts 
of the United States who were converted as the direct 
result of these little prayer-services. Some are Sun- 
day-school teachers, class leaders, exhorters, and one 
is preparing himself for the ministry. —Zarle William 
Gage, Ashville, New York, 


The Way to a Millionaire 


BUSINESS man in Montreal was sitting in his 
office when he heard a voice say to him, as 
plainly as if the words had been spoken aloud: 

**Go and see S———._ He needs you. Talk to him 
about his need of Christ. Go now.’’ 

The business man made exeuses. He did not 
know S S—— did not know him. S—— was 
wealthy. He would think the call an impertinence. 

Yet he could not silence the voice that: spoke to 
him, The message persisted. - At last he determined 
to obey, though he insisted to himself that he would 
have his labor for nothing—that S—— would sneer 
at him. 

Yet surely there was no need for haste. He could 
find S——~- any day. He would wait a more conve- 
nientseason., 

That night he could not sleep. Nearly all night 
he thought of the millionaire, and of his failure to 
go and see him. He was not able .to rest until he 
determined to go and see S—— at his home before 
business hours, 

As soon as he decently could, he approached the 
house. As he reached the door his courage failed, 
and he walked on. _He came back, but again cour- 
age fled. A third approach was necessary before he 
was able to ring the bell. He was shown into the 
parlor, where he tremblingly awaited the rich man. 
At once, when S—— came into the room, the visitor 
said; ‘‘I was thinking of you yesterday and last 
night, I felt I must speak to you about your personal 
relation to Jesus Christ.’’ 

The millionaire put out his hand, and replied : «‘I 
am glad you have come. Yesterday afternoon and 
last night I spent the blackest hours of my life. 
Everything seemed dark. My anxiety was very great. 
I did not know what was wrong at first. Then I 
understood that I must settle matters about my soul. 
From that time I longed to have some one come and 
talk to me of spiritual things. Now you have come. 
I need you.’ 

And aie the business man left the house the 
millionaire had given his heart to Christ.—/John 7. 
Faris, D.D., Philadelphia. 








Those interested. in the miracle of the Adult 
_. Class movement will want to read the 


announcement on page 28 




















“Men! Win Bill Hanson ” 


lt is not often that a speaker is so astonished as was Mr. W. C. Pearce 
at a meeting where he made an appeal for personal work among men. 
In telling the incident Mr. Pearce does not give the real name. 


Gone. time ago, in speaking to a mass meeting 

of men, the writer sought to bring home to the 

heart of each one the great need of winning every 

man to Jesus Christ and to a pure life, and was led to 
make an appeal that in substance was as follows : 

** Men, there is Bill Hanson, who is living a poor, 
miserable drunkard’s life! He is only about forty 
now. Thirty years ago he was a pure-minded little 
boy, playing in the streets of your town, the joy of his 
mother and the delight of his family. That was only 
a little while ago. Do you think he has forgotten all 
the pure lessons taught him by his mother? Do you 
not know that he is just waiting for you men who love 
Christ to go down the street to where he lives and lay 
your big, loving hearts up against his and win him to 
a personal acceptance of Jesus Christ ?"’ 

‘When the writer spoke the name of Bill Hanson he 
felt a little wave sweep over the audience, but did not 
know the cause of it. Not knowing, he presumed he 
had made some error of speech which had caused the 
stir. The wave passed quickly, and he went on to 
the end of his address. When the meeting was over, 
a man came up and shook the writer's hand, saying, 
‘*IT am Bill Hanson,"’ 

Of course an apology and explanation were quickly 
offered, but the man remarked? ‘*No apology is 
needed ; for you exactly described my case. A few 
months ago I was living the drunkard’s life you de- 
scribed, and a men's Bible class of this city came and 
loved me to an acceptance of Jesus Christ.'""— W” C. 
Pearce, Adult Division Superintendent of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association. 


7 
Sparks from a Teacher’s Note-Book 


HE teacher of .a large class of men keeps for his 
own help and encouragement a note-book, in 
which he sets: down many little items regarding 

the good work of the class. Here are several signifi- 
cant entries, showing the various ways in which the 
class has been helpful to its members, as well as 
ways in which the members have been helpful to 
others : 

Mrs. B. told me. yesterday that her husband had 
been ‘‘a new man"’ ever since he joined the class 
last autumn, and that her home had never been so 
happy as now. Thank God for that. 

Two of the men of the class stayed three nights 
with another member, who was very ill and who could 
not afford to have a nurse, 

John R. told me at:the close of last Sunday’ S$ ses- 
sion of the class that he had decided to take a definite 
stand for Christ, and that he wanted to come before 
the committee as an applicant for membership in the 
church. He had not been inside a church for more 
than fifteen years when he became a member of the 
class. 

Fred R. tells me that he has tains his temperance 
pledge faithfully for a year, and that before he signed 
it, after joining the class, he had been drunk half the 
time. He is a remarkable instance of a man saved 
from the curse of drink by the power of Christ and 
the help of his brother men in our class. 

Six of the men went out and took charge of the ser- 
vice at a sailors’ mission on Wednesday night. One 
of them told me that it was his first attempt to speak 
in public, and that he ‘felt better’’ for having per- 
formed this service for Christ. 

Joe D. brought a man to the class to-day who had 
not attended a religious service for twenty years. He 
seemed very much interested, and said that he meant 
to come again next Sunday, partly because he enjoyed 
the singing so much. — I find that it pays to make a 
strong feature of the singing. 

Our class has voted to raise not less than one hun- 
dred dollars for missions this year, and we hope to 
raise more. The men also voted to give a social to 
all the men and boys of the church. 

Ben P. tells me that his wife and their three cna 
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dren are all in the Sunday-school now, and that when 
he first came to the class not a member of his family 
came to either church or Sunday-school. It is a case 
of an entire family imitating father. 

One of the men showed me a note he had received 
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from a poor woman with a drunken-busband. She 
wants the class to see if it cannot ‘‘get hold*’ of her 


husband as it ‘got hold”’ of the husband of aneigh-. 


bor of his. Two of the boys on our temperance com- 
mittee will take up the matter at once.—J/. M. WV. 


Archeology’s View of the First Pilgrim 


Father 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 











Archeology traces in the stones a record of God’s providences, and that record confirms aad 
illustrates the Scripture revelation. To-day men are seeking to read in God’s providences with 
* the nations the explanation of his revelation concerning the nations. Dr. Kyle’s summing up 
of Abraham’s career shows how the providences of ancient history prepared the way for the 
Chosen People, and how perfectly these providences of God worked together with his revelation. 


™ story of Abraham's career is the story of the 
first pilgrim father of the Faith. There have 
been pilgrims from other lands since Abraham's 
day who were led by providence to seek a new land 
as truly as was Abraham, We read the record.of the 
Pilgrim Fathers of America in history. If we had an 
mspired record of the Pilgrim Fathers, we should see 
that God’s hand was in the events that made the op- 
portunity for their emigration to a new land, 

The inspired record tells how God called Abraham. 
It gives the revelation of God’s purposes in preparing 
the Chosen People. But the inspired record tells 
ittle of the circumstances that opened the way for 
Abraham to respond to the call of God. Archeology 
traces in the ‘‘monuments’’ the background of 
Abraham's career and discovers that God's provi- 
dences and God's call worked together perfectly in 
the experiences of the first pilgrim father. God is in 
providence, whose record as written by men is called 
history ; and the same God is in revelation, whose 
record is Scripture. Let us see what this means in 
Abraham's case. 

That we may see clearly, we must call to mind 
the whole course of the history of those times,. from 
the days when the Babylonian ruled over the ‘+ West- 
land,"’ the land of the Amorite, until the disintegra, 
tion of the Canaanite civilization, revealed in the Tell 
el-Amarna tablets : a civilization which has been de- 
scribed in the account of the comforts and the safety, 
the refinements and the culture and education of that 
whole patriarchal period as it has been portrayed in 
these articles during the past months. All that de- 
scription has been to the end that we might see the 
first pilgrim father, as life really was with him, 

The special condition which in Abraham's day 
made opportunity for the first pilgrim father was the 
general emigration movement, the ‘‘ Westward Ho’”’ 
of Babylonia. That emigration may have been of a 
very different character from the emigration that 
brought the Pilgrim Fathers to America. Those who 
joined in it did not go to a wild and uncultured 
land. More probably they went to Canaan much as 
British subjects go from Great Britain to India, some 
fer government service and some because lured by 
favorable business prospects. Whatever the cause, 
the emigration of Abram’s time is certain ; the evi- 
dence of it is more conclusive than would be a distinct 
assertion of it by some Babylonian historian. The 
Babylonian Government was securely set up over the 
‘¢ land of the Amorite,"’ and the Babylonian language, 
with its peculiarly difficult method of writing, was 
firmly established as the literary language and script 
of Canaan ; so firmly established, indeed, that it con- 
tinued in its place and power for a long time after the 
rule of the land had passed over into Egyptian hands. 
But the establishment of the foreign rule of Babylonia 
im the land would require a large influx of Babylonian 
officers and employees, and the displacement of a na- 
tive tongue by a foreign one can only be accomplished 
by the permanent introduction of a large number of 
the people who speak the foreign tongue. 

In the presence of this great opportunity to go to a 
new home came a ‘distinct call to Abram to go. 
There is no record of the exact way in which the call 
was received by Abram, and it is worse than useless 
to speculate about the matter. Scripture distinctly 
asserts that God said, **Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto the land that I will: show thee.'’ All the subse- 


quent history of the Father of the Faithful shows that 
there was no misrepresentation in the record or self- 
deception in Abram’s experience : he went, and the 
promise was fulfilled. 

Now these two influences, the opportunity and the 


call, worked together for the making of the first pil- 
grim father, The opportunity without the call would 
have given us a very different subsequent Canaanite 
history : and the call without the opportunity would 
have given us a very different Abraham. But when 
God calls the way is open, 

When God announced to Abram the future occupa- 
tion of the land by his children, he indicated that the 
time was still far in the future, for, said he, ‘the in- 
iquity of the Amorite is not yet full.’ When it. be- 
came full to the brim and running over, then came 
the invasion and the conquest and the destruction or 
complete alienation of the Canaanite civilization, the 
subjugation or annihilation of the Canaanite people, 
and the filling of the land with a new population. 
But that was the final cataclysm, the climax of the 
judgments of God when the ‘‘iniquity of the Amor- 
ite’’ was full, The beginning of that judgment upon 
the Amorite was far back in the patriarchal history. 
Along with it began also the promise of the inherit- 
ance. Here again, also, God in providence and God 
in revelation worked hand in hand. The revelation 
of the covenant was a process as well as an act, a 
process which ran through a long line of promises and 
tokens until the formal, solemn ratification of the cov- 
enant was made. From far-away Ur, God called this 
Abram, a distinct indication of special favor, At 
Haran he beckoned him on, the very beckoning being 
a renewing of the promise of good things to ceme. 
On the heights of Bethel he said, ‘‘ Lift up now thine 
eyes, and look from the place where thou art, north- 
ward and southward and eastward and westward : 
for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, 
and to thy seed forever.’’ 

Under the stars at Hebron the promise was again 
renewed, and still again on an evening as Abram sat 
to watch the pieces of the sacrifices laid over against 
each other the lamp of God appeared and passed 
between the pieces, and the covenant was renewed. 
Again, on a day as the patriarch, like a Bedouin 
sheik of to-day, sat. before his tent, the angel of the 
Lord appeared and led‘him out to yonder mountain 
toward the ‘‘ great round’’ of the Jordan where was 
enacted over the doomed Cities of the plain that great 
and fatal tragedy of faith. Again and again Abraham 
pleaded ‘for the ‘cities successfully, but at last he set 
a limit to his faith, as most ‘of us do at the outset, 
and—he failed ; for ten righteous were not found in 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Their doom was sealed, and 
the patriarch looked in ‘horror upon their smoke as it 
rose up ‘to héaven. : 

So runs the Scripture account to this point: The 
geologists have read ‘‘in stones’’ exactly what took 
place at the lower end of the Dead Sea. ~ These beds 
of asphalt, now seen along the shore, like the slime- 
pits of old, show the region to be one of ‘oil and of 
gas. Yonder broken stratum of rock-salt and of 
sulphur-bearing marl along the base, of Jebul' Usdum, 
on the eastern shore of the sea, tells us whence came 
the ‘silt and ‘sulphur that ovérwhelined ‘the ities. 
God ignited the gases, ‘in what.way'we do not know ; 
an explosion hurled. into the* heavens the salt and 
sulphur, -which fell back. as-a ‘fiery rain, -and destroyed 
both the cities and the plain, while the: kindling of 
the asphalt sent up that dense column of smoke ‘‘ unto 
heaven.”"*~ What makes such a smoke as boiling 
asphalt ? et nn 

In all this process of the revelation of the Covenant 
and the promises, and in this beginning of the end of 
the judgment of God upon the ‘iniquity of the 
Amorite,’’ we see the hand of God in providence and 
hear the voice of God in revelation. always in har- 
mony and to the same end. 

Sull, once again God's providence and..Ged' sway 
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in revelation appear together in the career of Abra- 
ham. in-Palestine. We approach now the great trag- 
edy of Abraham's life, a tragedy which can only be 
understood when viewed as a and prophecy, and 
when viewed in the light of that other tragedy of 
which it has been said that ‘‘God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life."’ Thesan of ise had been given, 
and Abraham's hopes were high. But his light was 
not great; the whole sum of revelation was yet but 
very little. The idea that the first-born belonged to 
the god of the family was deeply ingrained in the re- 
ligious life of the people of the land in that day. The 
most gruesome evidence also from Gezer and Taanach 
makes us know that the idea was very prevalent until 
long after this time that the only way in which to 
recognize the god's right in the first-born was to slay 
the child in sacrifice to the god. The idea may have 
arisen in some naturalistic way ; it may have been a 
perversion of the Messianic hope. However it came 
among the people, it was there, and ruled their lives 
with a horrid and cruel tyranny. 

Was Abraham to be less pious than his neighbors ? 
Was he to deny the proprietorship of God in the son 
ef promise? Would God expect him to offer that 
child as his neighbors believed their gods required of 
them ?. Did they perliaps look askance at him as im- 
pious in keeping back his son to himself? We only 
know that such was the pressure of influence round 
about the patriarcli, and that in the tragedy that fol- 
lowed God rebuked and forever banned this idea from. 
the religious life of his covenant people. What God 
did with and for Abraham we know ::he made the 
revelation to him concerning God's claim to the first-- 
born and concerning the offering of human sacrifice.: 
He made known unmistakably his utter abhorrence of 
such sacrifice, at the same time that he impressed 
upon his people their duty to make complete surren- 
der to him of their dearest and best. Then, as the 


most important purpose and intent of the whol® trial, © 
he led out the hopes of the patriarch into a clearer | 
vision than the world had yet received of the ‘* Lamb *' 


of God*’ who was to be the substitute of those to be 
saved, , (ered 

Thus in this whole career of Abraham, the first. 
pilgrim father, we see one God in providence-and in 
revelation, and these two, providence and revelation, 
work-always together. I have reserved: this-summihg 
up of the ‘career of the patriarch to the end of the de- 
scription of his times in order that I’ might-set out 
this truth in the clearest possible way. 
be said to be new truth appearing through the pres-° 
ent controversies about the Bible it is just at ‘this 
peint. There has been on the one hand and on the 
ether a disposition to make too little of one or the 
other of these great truths, God in revelation and God: 
in history. Rationalism has been disposed to ignore 
the former, God in revelation, and find God only in 
and through history ; on the other hand, traditional-' 
ism in. the past has taken too little account of the 
latter truth, God in history, and has been too much dis- 
posed to take account of revelation alone. Both must’ 
be fully recognized, God in revelation and God in his-' 
tory, both hands of the Almighty working together 
for the preparation of the world and ‘the coming of: 
the Son. ee 

PHILADELPHIA. 









Our Chinese Sunday- School 
First steps in English and New Testament 
By Mrs. Mary E. Kieffer 





HEN we first attempted to start work.among the 
Chinese in our town, we soon discovered that: 
they would not attend the regular sessions of 

our Sunday-school. They said, ‘Allee little boys 
makee ffun of Chinaman. Menocome. See?’’ 
We saw—and at once changed our plan to in ex- 


clusively Chinese Sunday-school, meeting at a differ-'- 


ent hour from that of our regular school. And ‘the 
Chinese ‘said, ‘‘ Allee light now ; Chinaman come:’’ 


And they came, all the laundrymen in the town, - 


some six or eight in number, and: gradually, as the 
matter came to be known among them, more came 
from the towns up and down the railroad, even as far 
as fifty miles away, so that by and by’ we had an 
average attendance of twelve or fifteen boys, all in 
their Sunday best. 
The Bible, or rather the New Testament; was 
chosen as our reading book, and the Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments were regularly 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 24 (Judges 7) 


used-in the devotional exercises, selections from the 
Gespel‘Hymns being employed in the sirging, wit 
piano aecompaniment, 


In addition to this, our outfit included a en Fob of 


alphabet picture-cards containing the capitals and the 
small letters, with first lessons in monosyllabic a trae 
also an ‘‘ English and Chinese Reader,’’ published 
by the American Tract Seciety, with easy_lessons in 
reading and simple pictorial illustrations. This reader 
was of - great use, and proved very interesting to our 
boys, the pictures helping out the reading, which was 
first in “English and then in Chinese. As, for ex- 
ample : Here is a picture of a lion on top of a fallen 
man, and the reading is, ‘‘ What doI see? I see a 
lion, .He-has a long tail. The lion can kill a man. 
Have, you seen a lion? A lion is big,’’ and. séon. 


All this appears in the second column in Chinese. - 


As our scholars beceme more advanced we had for 
them a ‘biblical: catechism entitled ‘ Easy Questions 
for Béginners in English and Chinese,’’ published at 
Foochow by the Methodist Episcopal Mission Press, 
1883. ~And this we found very useful. 

They soon became extremely fond of certain hymns 
which we taught them to sing, first in English and 
then in Chinese, as, for instance, ‘* Jesus loves me, 
this I know,'’ which ran thus in Chinese: ‘* Vehsu 
oi ngo wo sho chi.'" To hear those boys sing the 
chorus was a delight indeed: ‘‘ Hai Yehsu ot ngo, 
Hai Yehsu oi ngo."’ But their greatest accomplish- 
ment-in a.musical way was the singing of ‘‘ Sabbath 
Morn"’ and ‘‘ Safely through another week,’’ set to 
the music of one of their own favorite national airs. 

The school always closed with the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Doxology,. ‘* Praise God from whom all bless- 
ings flow,’’ first ‘in English and then in Chinese. 
Memory-recalls. with pleasure the singular pathos and 
fervor of those boys from far-away China so heartily 
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singing our Doxology in Chinese : 
_ Sth -wan ue pur -kan, Tsan-mi Ching- Shin toi-tt 

A large blackboard aided us in teaching them to 
write and to become familiar with our way of figuring 
and counti From themselves we soon learned 
something of the Chinese numerical notation, and 
these odd characters we always put on the board be- 
side our own, ‘They were very quick at figures, add- 
ing up long columns of four figures with great facility 
and exactness, 

While some of our instruction was given in concert, 
the greater part was in the hands of the teachers, each 
Chinese having his own separate instructor. It was 
no small task .to take in hand a boy who had just ar- 
rived-in this country and knew scarcely a word of our 
language, when the teacher knew as little of Chinese 
—how was it done? 

Weil, for my part, I began this way ;: Sitting down 
beside my raw Chinese I took the alphabet card in 
hand, pointed to the first letter, and said **A.'’ Then 
the Chinese very likely said ‘«‘E."’ I shook my head 
and repeated the sound again and again until he had 
it well fixed. Then came ‘‘B,’’ and this he would 
call ««D."" Pointing to my lips to have him note how 
the sound was made, he soon learned that. When 
we came to ‘‘F’'’—and this he invariably called 
‘* Epfh'’—he would shake his head smiling, giving 
me to understand he would go no farther, and point- 
ing back to ‘*A’’ would intimate that he wanted to 


_ say them over again as far as ‘‘F,’'’ but no farther. 


So, over and over and over again, I had to-go with 
him, down to that point, till I was weary of the mo- 
notonous iteration almost beyond endurance. By 
motions he gave me to understand that he wanted to 


. take the alphabet card home with him, which was 


(Continued on page 31) 





** Rustling”’ for a Bible Class on Colo- 
rado’s Plains - - - - -.- By Neenah E. Murtha 





F WE organize, can the class be kept.up?."’ 
The question was addressed to two young 
men seeking such an organization. The ques- 


* tioner was a sorrowful Sunday-school mourner, who 


had unfortunately witnessed the demise of two similar 
classes on the plains. of eastern Colorado, 

** Well, boys, can it be kept up?’’ 
was repeated, for there had been a silence suggestive 
at least of+ doubt. 
two boys. replied, ‘‘We pretty near keep -up -our 
ranches on what is laying round, and if we rustle I 
don’t ‘see why we can’t keep up a class the same 
way." 

‘*What’s laying round’’—that's material, and. we 
had thought it'lacking. - ‘“Rustle,’’—that's the motive, 
power, and we had failed to exercise it. 

The problem was solved. We determined upon an 
organization, 
eligible to membership. Previous to that time we 
had made the mistake of seeking or waiting—princi- 
pally the latter—for ready-made Sunday-school inen 
and beys whom inclination or sense of duty might 
turn churchward, Our slogan for the future was: 
‘« Build:-a class from what is laying round.,’’ 

‘Another question was asked, ‘‘ What are some of 


the articles ‘laying round” that are helpful to ranch 


life and improvement ?’’ 

‘* We find bridge supports, logs, cedar, and cones, 
after the spring floods,’’ said one. 

.** Yes,.and: wire, and good boards with nails .in 
them,’” added the other; ‘‘ beside, you can always 
find tin-cans, wild grapes and plums, honey and lots 
of things.’’ 

We-began at. once a study of the list in search of 
suggestion, and with -the first item we found:it. ‘«Sup- 
ports?’* We decided that the teacher and two charter- 
members. must act in that capacity till others coutd 
be obtained, «*Logs.’’ That item pointed to. great 
possibilities, antedated- by greater labor: ‘*Cedar? 
In what respect does that differ-from other timber ?°’ 
questioned the organizer. 

‘« It makes a live fire. 
was ‘the answer.”’ 

‘* How about cones ?"’ 

‘* Best kind of kindling,’’ 

«Wire ?"’ 

‘© You can bend that. 
and shuts out,"’ 


It is a brilliant burner,’’ 


was the reply. 


It holds together, keeps in, 
replied the interested boy. 


The question - 


Slowly-the more thoughtful of the - 


Any man, or boy above twelve, was © 


‘* Boards with nails in them?'’’ interrogated the 
teacher. 

‘* Fellows. who have got loose from Sunday-school.’’ 

The study was becoming fascinating. 

**Tin cans ?"’ 

There was a silence upon the boys’ part. 

‘They are rolled in themselves,"’ suggested the 
questioner. ‘* Melt the solder and you have a piece 
of tin-that will cover a large hole.’’ 

The -sourness and pucker suggested by grape and 
plum-_we anticipated finding, but were not optimistic 
as to honey supply. 











Fully-e 
of the plains*’ rode thirty-two miles to have 
turestaken in front of the little church where the Cow- 


ipped with fasso and pistol, this young i 
8 pic- 


‘bey Bible Class holds its sessions. He is one of the 

Class Captains of the group that was formed from 

“what's laying round ” in the unique way described 
by Mrs. Murtha, the cowboys’ magnetic teacher. 


** Tsan-mi- Ching- ~~ 
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One of the ‘boys was appointed to visit the hotel. 
Sunday mornings in search of pupils; the other to 
call ypon the village M.D., and obtain a list of the 
sick, ‘These Sunday-laid plans completed, we sepi- 
rated fer another week, and we were separated by 
miles of dusty trails, The nearest pupil to church 
and teacher was four miles removed. 

The next Sunday the three supports were in their 
places, but no new pupils, though we were the proud 
possessors of four promises. 

The second Sunday found but two badly discours, 
aged supports in the class corner. A moment later, 
however, the door opened to admit the third and our. 
first new pupil, and there were ‘nails in him.’ He 
had gotten loose from a Des Moines Sunday-school, 
and proved to be a wandering Sunday-school secre- 
tary. He was immediately elected to that office and 
thus once more nailed to Sunday-school work. A 
little later one of the promises was canceled by its 
maker's arrival. 

Of course we weren't successful in getting every one 
we went after, but we captured enough to keep us 
from giving up. The sixth Sunday found a class of 
ten. The next Sunday brought us a log, rough, 
gnarled, and knotty,—more than six feet tall, and 
weighing over two hundred. He absolutely refused 
to use Sunday-school literature in study of lesson, and 
curtly declined to read the Revised Bible, for wasn't 
it plainly stated in Revelation 22 ; 19 and Proverbs 
30:6 what would happen to the man who changed 
the words of that book? We often had slivers in our’ 
feelings, but he was loyal to the Bible, and we profited 
by his research. 

We left no stone unturned,—we visited the sick, 
called upon the strangers, sent a special invitation to 
the baseball team, and caught the catcher. We found 
a few stubborn cases,—pucker, sourness, and deter- 
mination to remain at home. In such instances we 
planned a kindness shower, by which means they. 
were invariably won. The class divided their reading 
matter with them, loaned them horses and imple- |, 
ments, and in case of Mr. Sour’s illness (the name. 
coined by the boys) they went with their teams and. 
donated a few days’ work. We soon discovered that 
Sunday-school work is the most: direct route to Sun-. 
day-school success. 

One day while busy in that line a ‘fine . bass voice. 
rolled out into the ‘silence of the range. The owher’ 
was deftly placing great forks of rich green upon 4° 
fast growing alfalfa stack. A cultivated bass voice’ 
going to waste! Just ‘‘laying round’’! We cap- 
tured its owner. 

If the teacher heard a bit of good news (class news) . 
during the week it was forwarded by postal to the 
class members. Thus we kept up an encouragement | 
society. 

Whenever possible we held a class social, an in- 
formal homey affair, at the close of the Sunday-school 
hour. Time limit, ten minutes. At this time mat- 
ters of class interest were discussed, books sent’ 
by an Eastern friend distributed, kind greetings 
exchanged, handshakes enjoyed, and new pupils 
introduced. 

At the end of the third month we enrolled our 
cedar wood pupil, a man with a brilliant mind, seek- 
ing health on a dry claim. The boys visited him, 
cheered and helped him, interested him in outdoor 
labor, and finally coaxed him to Sunday-school. We 
appointed him class recorder, and presented him with 
a large blank-book. It is rapidly being filled with 
sketches of the boys and their work, the best lesson 
thoughts, addresses of absent merabers, original re- 
marks, novel plans, and the bright sayings of the 
boys, interspersed with dates of deaths, weddings, 
and births of class interest, The writer enjoys the 
work, and reports : ‘‘Sunday-school tonic has cured 
me.’” He completes a chapter every four weeks, 
and it is read to the class on the first Sunday of the 
following month. This book has proved a source of 
delight, and is the life of the organization. 

As a class our first efforts are directed toward get- © 
ting the boys into Sunday-school and aiding them 
spiritually. But we also extend to them moral, men- 
tal, financial, and all the other helps in our power, 
by means of another officer—Class Adviser. With a 
practical knowledge of the soil, and having at his 
command a few hundred dollars, he has rendered the 
boys great assistance. By giving them loans at a 
small rate of interest he has also been able to keep 
them from the power of the loan sharks. He says of 
the work : ‘‘It should be a part of every adult or- 
ganization."* 

We have secured forty-seven pupils from raw miate- 
rial, but there are more ‘‘laying round,"’ and we are 
still rustling. 

AVONDALE, CoL. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


DWARD ROWLAND SILL once wrote a remark- 
able little poem, ‘‘ The Links of Chance.” Its 
last two stanzas show what tremendous events 

may turn upon a seeming trifle: 


Noon-blaze : the broken shade 
Of ruins strown, ‘I'wo Tartar lovers sit 
She gazing on the ground, face turned, afraid ; 
And he, at her. Silence is all his wit. 


She os picks up a pebble of green 
To toss; they watch its t, hedge 


Ages have rolled away ; 
And round the stone, by chance, if chance there be, 
Sparse soil has caught; a seed, wind-lodged one day, 
Grown grass; shrubs sprung; at last a tufted tree. 
Lo! over its snake root yon con yey bay | 
‘Trips backward, fighting—and half Asia free { 
, (Sill’s Poetical Works; Houghton, Mifflin.) 


If the freeing of half a continent could indeed 
hinge on the meaningless toss of a pebble years be- 
fore, how easy it must be for God to use certain cir- 
cumstances, all unknown to us, to oy he pass his 

urposes, That he does just this is clearly shown 
by the inspired revelation of his hand in history that 
is given to usin the Bible, It was a comparativel 
simple matter, then, far God in his omniscience 
omnipotence to defeat 135,000 Midianites by three 


“hundred Israelites. 


There were two big conditions of success in this 
fight. Can we discover what they were? 


Our Background Material 

Classes of older pupils may profitably continue to 
read the Book of Judges through at least once each 
week Gaston Chaos first five lessons. By what four 
words may the book’ be described ?’ Sin, Punishment, 
Repentance, Deliverance. Again, Dr. Thomas has 
suggested five S's to describe the contents of. the 
peel : Sin, Suffering, Serrow, Supplication, Salva- 
tion, Remember also, as has been pointed out, that 
the book records seven apostasies, seven servitudes 
te seven heathen nations, and seven deliverances, 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles 
in this issue, Boldface letters at the end of certain paragraphs in 
those articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

Does trust in God make men lazy? We saw the 
answer to that question two weeks ago, and we see 
it again in to-day’s lesson. Draw out the class as 
te why really trusting God does not tend to laziness. 

Gideon's men did not know that they were about to 
engage in one of the first battles recorded in Scrip- 
ture on the greatest battlefield of the centuries. For 
a glimpse of the famous battles of the Plain of Es- 
araelon, see Miss Patterson's lesson article (a). What 
greatest battle yet is still to be fought there? Arma- 
gedden,—a word that is carelessly and incorrect] 
used by a great many people in these days of world- 
war, The present war is net Armageddon, ‘‘ Arma- 
geddon (the ancient hill and bt of Megiddo, west 
of Jordan in the Plain of Jezreel) is the appointed 
place for the beginning of the great battle in which 
the Lord, at his coming in glory,” will. deliver the 
Jews who have been faithful to from the attack 
made upon them by the nations of the world then 
under the rule of the Anti-Christ (Rev. 16: 14, 16). 

‘*God never complains of having too few to work 
with,” says Campbell Morgan, ‘‘but he does com- 
plain of having too many.” See if. the class can think 
of other instances in the Bible where God cid mighty 
things with very little (r Kings 17: 8-16; Matt. 14: 
13-21; 1 Sam.-17; etc.) That numbers do not count 
is shown by Mr. Ridgway (a). And why were there 
too many for God to work with, as Gideon’s 32,000 
faced an enemy of 135,0e0? For at least two reasons. 

God himself gives the first (v. 2). Was God sel- 
fishly jealous when he did not want to run any risk 
of Israel's thinking that they had done it all? No: 
God knew that ‘lest Israel vaunt themselves” was 
only another way of saying ‘' lest Israel commit sui- 
cide.” Itis a dark day for any man when he says, 
‘*Mine own hand hath saved me.” God wanted 
this victory to be of a sort that should turn Israel to 
Him as their sure and only safety. He wanted to 
make sure that this victory for them should spell 

vace. And it is worth while for us Christians to 


“remember that the initial letters of the ay | 


blessed truth spell the wonderful word *‘ grace”: Go 
Routs All Christians’ Enemies. 

A second reason was that God did not want the 
attack upon the Midianites to be endangered or 


‘ “lapped ”’ chosen? (Thomas, H,e; Ri 
. a3 Spilman, b.) What is meant by ‘‘let all the people 


THE. SUNDAY! SCHOOE TIMES! 


LESSON 4. JANUARY 24. GIDEON AND THE THREE HUNDRED 


Judges 7. Commit verse 7 


Golden Text: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts.—Zechasiah 4 : 6 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Judges 7 : 1-8, 
16-23, of which the first section is given here.]} 


t Then Je-rub’ba-al, who is Gideon, and all the people that 
were with him, rose up early, and encamped beside the Spring 
of ' Harod : and the camp of Midian was on the north side 
them, * by the hill of Moreh, .in the valley. 

2 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The that are with 
thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their 
hand, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, mine 
own hand hath saved me. Now therefore proclaim in the 
ears of the people, saying, osoever is fearful and trembling, 
let him return and *depart from mount Gilead. And there 
returned of the people twenty and two thousand ; and there 
remained ten thousand. 

4 And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The le are yet too 
mene ; bring them down unto the water, and I will try them 
for thee there : and it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, 
This shall go with thee, the same shall go with thee ; and of 
whomsoever I say unto thee, ‘I'his shall not go with thee, the 
same shall not go. 5 So he brought down the people 
the water : and Jehovah said canan tabdaie, Every one that 
peth of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him 
thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth dewn 


upon his knees to drink, 6 And the number of them that - 


lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred 
men: but all the rest of the bowed down wu their 
knees to drink water. .7, And Jehovah said unto G By 
the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and de- 
liver the Midianites into thy hand ; and let all the people go 
every man unto his place. 8 So ihe ple took v 
their hand, and their trumpets; and he sent all the mer.of 
Israel every man unto his tent, but retained the three hundred 
men : and the camp of Midian was beneath him in the valley. 
1 That is, Trembling. See ver. 2 Or, from the hill of Moveh 
coun 0 de collet *Gnaeninaaet v 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sous 
€ 


Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references are usuaily to paragraphs in other lesson. 
articles in this issue, indicated by bold-face letters.) 
Verse 1.—Why and when was the name Jerubbaal given 
to Gideon? omas, II, b.) Who are meant by ‘all the 
le”? (Thomas, II, c.) | Where are the spring of 


arod and the hill of Moreh? (Thomas, ‘I, a3 Lesson 


Scenes, a.) 

Verse 2,—What does ‘‘vaunt theniselves’’ mean? 
(Pilot, ‘‘ The Lesson Itself,’’ fourth paragraph; Thomas, 
Il, d.) How many were in the army of the Midianites? 
(Rogers, b.) 

Verse 3.—Where was Mt. Gilead? I, a.) 

Verse 7.—Why were the three hundred men that 
ay, b-; Mackie, 


go every man unto his place’’? (Thomas, I, e.) 

Verse 16.—Why was the army divided into three com- 
panies ? (Thomas, Hl, g; Bryner, a.) 

Verse 18.— What was the significance of ‘‘ For Jehovah 
and for Gideon ’”’ ? (Thomas, I, h.) 

Verse 19.— What time of night was the ‘‘ middle watch ”’? 
(Thomas, II, h.) 

Verse 21.—Does the host running and being put to 
flight mean the same? (Thomas, II, h.) 

erse 22,—What Is meant by ‘* Jehovah set every man’s 

sword against his fellow, and against all the host? ¢Regers, 
d@.) Where were Beth-shittah | and Abel-meholah. situ- 
ated? (Thomas, J, a.) 


Il, i.) 





motte wer 
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weakened by the presence of those who might 
‘*lose their nerve” at the critical moment. Grace is 
a very practical thing, Trust in God has very prac- 
tical results. Notice that Dr. Thomas (ff, d) points 
out that this riddance of the cowards was ordered 
by Mosaic Law. Did this mean that none were 
afraid among those who finally went against Midian ? 
Not at all; Dr. Spilman (a) shows the difference be- 
tween being frightened being a coward, ‘ 

Was the pani ac a@ reasonable or un- 
reasonable test? Why? hat it disclosed of char- 
acter is shown by Dr. Thomas (II, e), and Mr. Ridg- 
way (b); Dr. Mackie (a) gives an additional reason 
that counted against those who knelt to drink, 

*Ain Jalfid, ouae George Adam Smith in his ** His- 
torical G phy of the Holy Land,” has been 
rightly fixed upon by tradition as the well of Harod : 


It bursts some fifteen feet broad and two deep from the 
very feet of Gilboa, and mainly out of it, but fed also by the 
other two springs, flows a stream considerable enough to 
work six or seven mills, ... 


across the scene can appreciate the suitability of the test 
which Gideon imposed on his men. The stream, which 

‘makes it possible for the occupiers of the hill to hold also 
the well against an enemy on the plain, forbids them to be 
careless in their use of the water; for they drink in face of 
that enemy, and the reeds and shrubs which mark its course 
afford ample cover for hostile ambushes. 


Verse 24.—What ‘‘ waters ’’ are referred to? (Thomas, 


Anybody who has leoked: 


JANUARY 9, 1915” 


So trust in God does not mean either laziness or 

carelessness. What to do with rcamel when you 
trust God is strikingly illust in the Round-Table 
fo faith shows i in works, men decided 
or 


an, b). 
A bly rich little let by A. C. Gaebe- 
lein of ** s and Ruth” (our 2 Publication 
Office, 456 Fourth Avenue, New York; 20 cents post- 
D gives the teacher very suggestive material on 
six lessons of this year, being especially fine 
in-explaining the foreshadowing of New Testament 
truth in this Old Testament history. 

The loaf of bread incident shows, as Dr. Thomas 
I, e) points out, that Gideon's name, even before the 
oa , had already become a terror to the Midianites. — 
And this suggests why Gideon's name was included — 

in the battle cry. 

Now let the a of the! battle be brought out in 
class. ‘The battlefield can be made vivid by the plan 
that Pucker’s teacher follows (Rogers, a, c). ‘Fhe 
readiness with which the enemy might be thrown 
into a panic is explained by Dr. Mackie (c). 

Netice that Israel did not advance at first, but 
stoed stilt (‘Thomas, II,h). A striking illustration 
of the heroism and need, sometimes, of standing still: 
is given in the Round-Table (d). ‘‘ Be still, and know 
that Iam Ged” (Psa. 46: 10). , 

“Read 2 Corinthians 4: 4-12. The light hath 
shined into our hearts, so that it might shine out. : 
The pitehers, the earthen vessels, represent our old - 
self: If the light is te shine out, the victory to be 
won, thie old self must be broken to pieces” (Gaebe-. 
— That Ged evidently intends to use broken 
pitehers is shown in the Round Table {oy 

The enemy routed themselves ; and Israel drove — 
the victery home,—they did not leave it unfinished,‘ 
as we sometimes do (see Judg. 8 : 28). 


The Truth That Is Golden. 
Real faith always means works, and works of the 
mest tremendous and practical sort. Because you 


. trust in God you'll keep your powder dry, The alert, '' 


watchful Three Htindred were not trusting God any“ 
the less beeause they did not propose to be caught o 
their guard: bythe enemy. ‘To paraphrase a sugges- 
tion in Dr. Thomas’ article, grace makes for gump-° 
tion. ‘The man who knows that ‘‘it all depends upon’: © 
Ged” determines to offer God every sible human 
resource to work with. Faith and works go to- 
gether ; but let us always get them in their right 
order : faith first, then works as the fruit of faith. 


Teaching Points 

Tell the story of the Gideons of to-day (Mrs, Bryner, 
a, b, €). 

Five characteristics of Gideon’s Three Hundred (Thomas, 
MT, ¢). 

Gideon did not ask God for another proof, but God vol- 
unteered one (vs. 9-15). Ged is: always bringing gracious 
** extras ’’ into eur lives to strengthen us, 

Ous enemies will give us signs of their own defeat if we 
watch fer them (so the Midianite’s dream), ‘ 

‘* The leaf of barley bread whieh smote the tent is an- , 
other figure ef the Word of God. Midian and Amalek, 
the werld and tlie lusts of the flesh, can only be dealt with 
and overthrown by the Bread of Life, the living and abiding 
Word of God:’’ 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Is it unfair that men should be tested when, like the ten 
thousand drinking, they do not realize that a special test 
is on? 

Was it not strange that twenty-two thousand men ad- 
mitted they were afraid? How can you account for it ? 

How might the stratagem of the pitchers and torches 
and: shouting have failed without God’s supernatural work- 
ing? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
The Birth of Samson (Temperance Lesson. 
Judges 1g : 8-16, 24, 25). 
For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
terest in the coming lesson. ‘The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation.] 

The mother of the strongest man in history, before 
his birth, was a teetotaler and careful about her eat- 
‘ng. ‘Temperance is more than a sentimental thing. 
Samson’s hfe story is one of the most interesting and 
unexpected in the entire Bible. Older pupils may 
profitably read it through before next Sunday (Judges 
13 to 16, inclusive). 

What has science to say about the effect of parents’ 
drinking upon their children’s physical lite ? 

Why did the stranger who was talking with Manoah and 
his wife decline to eat what they offered him ? 

bevy | did he decline to give his name? Who do you 
think he may have been? 





LESSON FOR JAN. 24 (Judges 7) 
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- Mastering the 





““f-*OD'S biddings are enablings.” ‘‘ Whom he 
calls, he equips.” Gideon is a striking illus- 
Pg « ape of t - ee statements. 
** God his vacancies s ising st ness, © 
His generals have been dinontaeed. ie «Osteen. 
swinging the rude flail or goading the unmuzzled ox 
upon the threshing floor.” 


1. Surroundings of the Lesson 
The is the valley of Esdraelon, on the west 
of the Jordan. The speins of Harod is thought to 
be the same as the fountain in Jezreel (1 Sam. ag : 1). 
The name means “fear,” and occurs only here, 
though David’s champions are named after this 
region (2 Sam. 23 : 25). It is possible that the name 
may have been given because of what is here re- 
ed. Moreh is, of course, not the same as the 
Moreh near Shechem (Gen. 12: 6). Itis not spoken 
of elsewhere, but must have been part of the heights 
south of the valley of Jezreel in which Midian was 
encamped (6:33). Mount Gilead is obscure, for, of 
course, it is not the place of that name east of the 
Jordan, It may be intended for Mount Gilboa, but 
it is simplest to assume a Mount Gilead of which we 
know nothing beyond this passage. Beth-shittah is 
not known, ‘This, with the other two places, must, 
have been villages between the plain of Esdraélon 
and the Jordan. Abel-meholah was the birthplace of 
Elisha-(# Kings 19 : 16). The time is immediately 
after that of the last lesson; the margin of the Bible 
ives 1249 B. C., but other authorities favor other 
ates; Beecher, for example, about 1329 B.C. (a) 
I. The Lesson anes ae 
The Trial (vs, t-8).—The mention of Gideon's new, 
name, Jerubbadl (6 : 32), was probably intended to 
be a reminder that it is the servant of God who is to 
be victorious. New names imposed oH important 
occasions are frequent in Scripture. hus Abram. 
was called Abraham, Jacob Israel, ‘Solotnon’ Jedi-’ 
diah pean 12:25). (b) “gous Hy Mate? Ty 4 
** All the people that ‘were with him ” refers to the. 
tribe of .Managseh, to, which. Gideon belonged, and. 
also the three mere northern tribes (6: 35}. te). to1..v 
At once a di 
movement being essentially religious from first to 


last, God desired to emphasize this by Lmsiornaa, | 


Gideon that victory was to come in an exceptio 
way. Hehad tested God (6 : 36-40), and now God was 
totesthim. Man's thought would have been thatthe . 
people were too few, but God's idea was that they 
were too many. ry “a bets on self is inconsistent 
with dependence on ; and, lest Israel should boast 
their own power, this sifting was ordered. Invitation 
to depart (v. 3) was required by the-Law (Deut. 20: 
8), and also intended to prevent panic in battle by 
the removal of all possible cowards. (d) 

Even after the removal of 22,000, the 10,000 that , 
remained were still too many, and had to be sub- 
jected to a further test (v. 4). ‘The method was a 
very simple one; the test was whether the men 
would drink by simply kneeling down and lapping 
the water, or by going down full length to partake 
freely from the stream. The lapping would show a ° 
more alert and controlled spirit, by quenching the 
thirst out of the palm of the hand, instead of goin 
down on ‘‘all fours” to drink without stint. Dif+ 
ference of character would thereby be revealed, and 
God chose his instruments accordingly; namely, the 
men who would be content with merely sipping the 
water from their hand as they lifted it to their mouth. 
When I was at the Jordan some years ago I saw 
some Bedouins kneel on one knee, putting the hand 
down into the water; and by moving it in a circle 
poder oy the water in a constant stream toward the 
mouth for the pu of drinking. ‘The action at 
once reminded me of this story of Gideon. The re- 
sult was a further reduction to 300 men only, the rest 
of the people being sent to,their homes (v. 7). (e) 

The Training (vs. 9-18).—The camp of Midian 
was beneath Gideon in the valley of Jezreel (6 : 33), 
and he was now ordered to go down at once and at- 
tack it with his 300 men (7: 9); but if he was afraid 
to do so he was to go alone with his servant and hear 
what was being said. This would be another divine 
encouragement, and isin harmony with the caution 
felt by Gideon in the earlier chapter. The divine 
providence was soon seen (vs. 10-14), for the dream 
and the interpretation afforded striking testimony to 
the terror which Gideon's name had already worked” 
omeng the Midianites. Gideon realized that all this 
was of God, and when he learned the state of panic 
in which the Midianites were he became more fully 


_ By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 


ulty was shown to Gideon, The;:: 


; shows the strength of a righteous m 


Whole Lesson 


usual weapons, they were to take torches, pitchers, 
and trumpets. The empty pitchers were like jars, 
deep enough to cover the torches within. Two of 
the companies of men were ordered to do exactly as 
Gideon and his company did, and to shout the battle 


‘ery. The words, ‘‘ For Jehovah and for Gideon,” 


are significant in that God is put first; and at the 
same time the word ‘‘Gideon” would be peculiarly 
impressive to those who had heard of the dream, 
showing that the fulfilment had gy come. The 
combination of faith in God and care in details is 
noteworthy. Godliness is ever practical. ‘‘Grace” 
and *‘ gumption.” (g) 

The Triumph (vs. 19-25).—The ancient Israelites 
divided the night into three watches of four hours 
each (Exod. 14: 24), from six P. M. to six A. M., so 
that the middle watch would be from ten to two, and 
Gideon’s attack would take place soon after ten 
P. M., when perhaps sleep would be soundest, 
Gideon’s men did not advance, but simply remained 
at the places assigned at different sides of the camp. 
The result was that the whole camp was awakened 
at once, and started up, shouting and running in 
confusion. In verse 20 their cry is, ‘* The sword of 
Jehovah and of Gideon.” Perhaps the omission of 


‘the word ‘‘sword” in verse 18 indicates a shorter 


form of the war If the text is read, ** Put them 
to flight” (v. 21), the reference is, of course, to Israel, 
but another reading (see margin) is ‘‘ fled,” and per- 
haps the latter is better. In their confusion the Mid- 
ianites obtained the impression of a host in hot pur- 
suit, and, being unable in the dark to distinguish 
friend from foe, mistoek their own comrades for pur- 
suing Israelites, and fell upon and slew one another 


'(v. 22). This is similar to- what is read elsewhere 


(1 Sam. 14: 20; ‘2 Chron. 20 : 23). (h) 
Fhe disbanded army of Gideon soon reassembled 
(v. 23), when they heard of the flight of the Midian- 


» ites. _For,some reason, Gideon had not hitherto in- 


vited ithe men of Ephraim to help (8: 1): but now, 
sgl the importance of preventing the escape of 
the Midi ites, he sent messengers in haste, and the 
res was hat ‘the two pritices of Midian were taken. 
The ‘‘ waters” seem to mean a number of streams 
rayne Pow the hill-country into the Jordan which 
had to be crossed by the Midianites before they could 


reach the fords of the river. (i) 


Ill. Central Truths 

The whole story illustrates in a striking way the 
Golden Text (Zech. 4 : 6). 

1. Think first of the characteristics of the men. 
Note these features and see how they are illustrated 
in the narrative: (1) their confidence, both in God 
and in Gideon ; (2) their courage, in a magnificent 
venture of faith ; (3) their wéon, absolutely united 
under their leader : (4) their obedience, following ex- 
actly what was ordered; (5) their fatthfudness, 
strictly observing, point by point, the instruction 
given, whether to wait or to shout or to pursue (v. 
21). (i) 

2. Then consider the cause of the blessing. It was 
assuredly divine. Not by human might er human 
power, but by nothing less or else than the Spirit of 

It is a splendid lesson, showing that Provi- 
dence is not always ‘‘on the side of the strongest 


battalions.” The truth. of the Bible is that right is 


might, not that might is right. Elisha realized this 
in a moment of great danger (2 atage 6). All this 

nority : ‘‘ One 
shall chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to 
flight.” Modern life makes much of tools and equip- 
ment, but in earlier days great work was done with 
very simple implements. See a fine treatment in 
Watson, Judges and Ruth, ‘*Expositor’s Bible” (pp. 
184, 185 ; Doran, 50 cents net), To the believer this 
is particularly inspiring, and shows the strength of 
weakness and the assurance of divine help in the 
pathway of duty. ‘Not I, but Christ” (Gal. 2: 20); 


~** Not I, but the grace of God” (1 Cor. 15 : 10); ‘* Not 
( 


I, but the Lord” (1 Cor. 7: 10). (k) 


IV. Suggestions for Further Study 

1. God's Way of Victory.—The truth seen in Gid- 
eon’s story is found in many places in Scripture. 
Joshua was ordered to take astonishing steps to con- 
quer Jericho (Josh. 6).. The cross was considered 
weakness and foolishness, yet it was God's power for 
salvation (r Cor. 1: 26-30). It seems to be God’s 
special way of emphasizing his own grace in opposi- 
tion to human wer and wisdom. Thus, in every 
case in Genesis God avoided the selection of the first- 
born son,;lest there should be any possibility of 


assured than ever that God was with him, and .in::ihuman merit or right; -he ee selected as the 


simple devotion he recognized God’s hand and: *‘wor- 


shiped ” (v. 15), (f) * 


he simple preparation of his men followed (vs. 


15-18). It was a curious way to act. Instead of the ‘boasting is exclud 


ehannels of his divine purpese the younger or the 

youngest son. So it was with Gideon. (I) 
2. Gods Way ‘4 Discipline.—The element of 
ed. Itis a striking fact that while 
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the word ** boast" is almost always found in vun- 
worthy connections, the gospel can take the idva, 
purge it of its unworthiness, and employ it as one of 
the most inspiring attitudes of the Christian soul. 
There are seven aspects of boasting in the New 
‘Testament which are true and possible (Griffith 
‘Thomas, ‘‘ Romans,” Vol. I, pp. 159, 160; Religious 
Tract Society, 2 s.). 

3. God's Way of Testing.—It was a simple yet 
striking thing that God did to test the ten thousand. 
They little knew at the time that they were being 
watched and that a divine decision would be the re- 
sult. A ee fine treatment of this searching 
truth will be found in the little yolume by H. Clay 


Trumbull, ‘‘ Character Shaping and Character Show- « 
ing,”—see the chapter ‘Always in the Balances”, 


(v. 79; The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 50 cents 


net). ja) 

4. The Memory of This Event.—Gideon's prowess 
and his faith in were long kept in mind (Psa. 83: 
11; Isa. 9: 4; 10: 26; Heb. 11 : 32). 

V. A Lesson Outline 

1. The Trial (vs. 1-8). 

(1) The Difficulty (vs. 1, 2; 2 Chron, 14 : 11). 

(2) The Division (v. 3; 1 Pet. § : 5). 

(3) The Decision (vs, 4-8; Matt. 22 : 4). 
2. The Training (vs. 9-18). 

(t) The Promise (v. 9; Jer. 1 : 8). 

(2) The Providence (vs. 10-14; Rom. 8 : 28). 

(3) The Preparation (vs. 15-18; Phil. 3 : 17). 
3. The Triumph (vs. 19-25). 

(1) The Effort (vs, 19, 20; Psa. 118 : 8). 

(2) The Efficiency (vs. 21, 22; Neh. 4: 9). 

(3) The Effects (vs. 22-25 ; Rom. 8 ; 37). 
Wvcuirre Co1.ece, ToRonro. 


< 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


Out in the Country,— Zhe people that are with thee 
are too many (v. 2). This announcement must have 
surprised Gideon if he was anything like us. We 
live im the day of the big. Biggest corperations. 
Biggest ships. Biggest achievements. umbers, 
numbers, numbers. The biggest church, the big- 
gest Sunday-school, the biggest Bible class. Yet 
there is many a little country Sunday-school with jts, 
handful of teachers and scholars doing a, larger 


better work than the town school with its brass band, | 


fine equipment, and hundreds of ~ (t Sam. 17: 
42). ‘‘How many.men have you landed in the King: 
dom this year?” 1 asked an officer of a very large 
men's Bible class. He did not know. They never 
do when the catch is next to nothing and the class 


merely an entertainment. The big class is all right. ' 


It is no small achievement to gather and hold a pig 
lot of adults. It is opportunity. ‘The work is fa 
plowing, and the harvest will come in due course if 
the try is in faith. But I want you teachers of 
the few to know that you can do as great a service 
for the Master with your one or two as another man 
can with his dezens. uality, and not quantity, is 
what counts with both heaven and earth. This les- 
son is the Scripture reference. (a) 


Courage.— Whosoever is fearful,... let him re- 
turn (v. 3). How low the national life had fallen 
under Baaldom! The Devil is the champion coward 
maker. ‘‘ Thrice armed he who hath his quarrel 
just.” The Gideon army was stronger for its deser- 
tien. Everything—army, chureh, or business—is 
better without the cowards. “Those who are afraid 
to go into the face of the foe with a trust in the God 
of _~ have no place on life’s roll of honor (Acts 4: 
13; Deut. 20: 1). 


The Real Test.—He brought down the people unto 
the water (v. 5). We get to the water pretty soon in 
the campaign of life. It is net the rich, creamy. test- 
ing of some big thing like the care of an estate, but 
the little watery testing of the care of the postage 
stamps and office stationery. Not the test of tte 

and dinner, but the neatness of the breakfast table. 
Not the simper and the ‘‘ bey pawdon”’ of the swell 
party, but the table manners at home. It is the test 
of the little things that determines destinies. The 
ee man is usually the careless man. The man 
who lies down on his face when there is serious work 
ahead (Prov. 12: 24; 2 Tim. 4:5). The salesman 
who goes out after supper to have ‘‘a good time” 
when there is an important order to land, instead of 
going to bed for a clear head and a fresh — at 
to-morrow’s interview. The doctor who “ loafs up at 
the drugstore ” when he has a delicate case on hand, 
instead of burning the midnight juice with the medi- 
cal authorities of his library. The artisan who plays 
cards and pool at the cigar store, instead of improv- 
ing the night at the Y. M. C. A. or correspondence 
school. ‘‘ Lots of men are all on their shirt-fronts,” 
Unele Billy says. You can understand why godli- 
ness makes so :tremendously for success, rue re- 
ligion is watchfulness (1 Pet, 5 : 8). (b) 


The Hundredth Man.—ui a// the rest (v. 6). 
Thirty-two thousand started out to do a- thing. 
Three hundred did it. The hundredth man. Out 


— 








. 


_ not have faith in God, in 


“accompanied by works. 


’ to'keép time with 


26 * 


of.one hundred men-in the shop: there is about) one. 


who.will,be .a foreman. Qut-of one hundred 
scholars in the Sunday-school there is about one who 
willreally have gotten the lesson beforehand. Out 


_, of one hundred men in the medical college there is 


about one who will make a real doctor, The same 
in alllines, Out of one hundred men anywhere there 
is just about one who has faith and alertness and 
earnestness and application. If you doubt all this look 
around you. What is the matter with you if you are 
not.a hundredth man? In the first place you do not 
yourself, or in. the future. 
In all the other places you don't mean business. For 
example, what do you do with your time? Your 
time, the time you have not sold the boss? Listen, 
‘in Coatesville out of one thousand young mechanics 
in town we do not have over ten in our Y. M. C. A. 
drawing. class. Out of several hundred store and 
mili clerks we do not have a hundredth in our book- 
keeping and other,self-improving classes. Be a hun- 
dredeh ~ and give God a chance (Prov. 22: 29 to 
30: 25). (e) 


The — of the Captains.— Ay the three hundred 
men that —_— will 1 save pA Be: 7). This little 
‘: Gideon's Band" against an army of one hundred and 
thirty-five thousand. And you single-handed and 
alone against ninety millions with nothing but what 
are? No rich father, no college education, no 
nfluential friends, no push and no‘ pull.” Just you 
against all the powerful foes of circumstance. Pov- 
erty, obscurity, neglect, drudger;. Yes, but faith in 
and the ‘‘lap” and the horn and the lamp and 
the pitcher: and all the hosts of Midian flee. Pick 
out your ‘* Captain of Industry,” aad I will show you 
how he fought and won (Prov. 16:7). As I write, 
ehn Fritz, America’s atest steel engineer, has 
ust died at Bethlehem, Pa., full of honor and riches, 
‘There hangs his picture on my library wall. The 
son of a peer country blacksmith a few. miles from 
Coatesville. Under his photegranh hangs the picture 
of his suecessor, Archie Johnson, Schwab's right-hand 
man, sen.of a r machinist of Bethlehem. Neither 
‘*Uncle John” nor his understudy, Johnson, had any 
more start than the poorest boy who sits in a Sunday- 
school to-day. ‘They came up from the homes of the 
odd job:and the weekly wage. In their hands were 
the -hevn and the lamp and the pitcher. Almost ever 
successful man has come up this way. God is still 
selecting. the three hundred that “lap” and watch 
and aré ready (Psa. 1: 1-6). (d) 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


b 4 
The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration used, and two dollats the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach’the ‘limes 


three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular explain-. 


ing the acceptance of material, and the year’s lesson calendar, 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Borne Aloft.— Not by. mizht, nor by power, but. 
my. Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts (Golden Text), 
‘The eagle that soars in the upper air does not worry 
itself as to howit is tocross rivers.—From *' Thoughts 
Jor the Quiet Hour.” Sent by Alta F.  Silsdby, 


‘ Everett, Mass. 


Trusting.and Doing.— Ay the three hundred men 
that-lapped will 1 savé you(v. 7). Faith must be 
Mohammed once overheard 
one of his followers say, ‘* I will loose my camel and 
commit it to God.” ‘‘ Friend,” said the prophet, 
‘tie thy camel and commit it to God.”"—From The 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by Mrs. R. W. 
Lowe, Delevan, N. Y. (a) 


Keeping Time With God,— Zook on me, and do like- 
wise (v. 17). Traveling one night-a city street I 


was startled. by a sharp poe gr) above my head. ° 
ir 


On looking. up I found mysel ectly beneath the 
tower wherein a huge clock was striking the midnight 
hour. I took my watch from my pocket, and the 
hour of twelve. It scarcely seemed possible that 
that tiny piece of mechanism in my hand could keep 


time ‘with-the huge machinery that filled: a whole 
roof was: before me; 
and.as I gazed at the two pairs of hands, of-such ©: 
o verse ——- I pep as never ~~ Ae ¥ 
the most. insignificant human being needed only-to’ : vernment. to dis ies-in front of thei 
order, and divinely: vanelens im by government order to dig trencliesin front of their 
vinity itself.—From The Chris= .: 


room ‘of the tower. But the 


be clean, in runni 
tian Observer. Sent by James D. Lawson, Char- 
lottetown, P. E. 1. The prize for this week ts 
awarded to this tliustratzon. (b) : 


Broken —And the three companies blew 
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers (Vv. 20). : 
, ** But broken pitchers bearing light— 
Yet Gideon’s host triumphant sang ; 
And through the stillness of the camp 
Their shouts of victory rang. 


ee 


** A shipwreck, and but broken spars, 
All tossed upon an angry main ; 
Yet one of them enabled Paul 
Melita’s coast to gain. 


ee = ee 


THE ‘SUNDAY: SCHOOL FIMES! 


+ Acbtsken om the cross, © see Zea Bae 
-. A»wound whence. blood and water flow ; - 
That every fettered child of Sin r 
Might full deliverance know. 


** And-in that feast of memory 
The broken bread, the poured out wine, . 
In silent manner k to us 
About the love divine. 


‘** How dear to God are broken things, 
-.:\What power in his hand they gain ; 
Then trust him with your shattered hopes, 

And bodies racked with pain.™ (c) 
—By Anna.Temple. Sent by Jennie E. Hussey, 
Henniker, N. A. 4 ys 43 
os sae nd they stood every man in his place 
(v. 21). nthe field of Waterloo there was a i- 
ment which stood under fire through all that awful 
day, and were not once suffered to charge upon the 
foe. They held the key to their position, and as 


again and again they asked permission to advance’ 
* the answer came, ‘‘ Stand firm.” When they had ° 


nearly all fallen, the message came back for the last 
time from their commander, ‘*‘ You have saved the 
day" ; and the answer was returned, ‘ You will find 
us all here.” Sure enough, they lay a heap of slain 
on that fatal yet glorious hill. 
stood, and history has given them the reward of 
valor and the imperishable fame of having turned 
the tide of the greatest battle of the nineteenth cen- 


tury. So God is preparing crowns for quiet lives, for © 


suffering women, for martyred children, for the vic- 
tims of oppression and wrong, for the silent suffer- 
ers and the lonely victors who just stood at their 
posts.—From Immanuel Messenger. Sent by Mary 
E. Watson, Hartford, Conn, ( 


Deliverance through Worship.—74ey blew the... 
trumpets... and the host fied (v. 22). In 1799, 
when: the armies of Napoleon were sweeping over 
the Continent, Massena, one of his generals, with an 
army of 18,000 men, suddenly appeared on the 
heights above the little town of Feldkirk, on the 
frontier of Austria. It was Easter Day, and as the 
morning sun glittered upon the weapons of the 
French, the town council hastily assembled to consult 
what was to be done. Should a deputation be sent to 


Massena with the keys of the town and an entreaty , 


for mercy, or should they attempt resistance ? Then 
the old dean of the church stood up, and said: ** This 
is Easter Day.. We have been counting on our own 
strength, and that fails.. This is the day of our Lord’s 
resurrection. Let us ring the bells and have service 


"gs usual,.and leave the matterin God’s hands. | We . 


know only our weakness and not the power of God.” 
Then all at once from the three or four church towers 
the bells began to chime joyous peals in honor of the 
resurrection, and the streets were filled with wor- 
shipers hastening to the house of God. The French 
heard with alarm the sudden clangor of joy bells, 
and concluded that the Austrian army had arrived 
in the night to relieve the place.. Massena soon 


’ broke up his camp, and before the bells had ceased 


ringing not a Frenchman was to be seen. ‘‘ Not b 


‘an “armMy,--nor by power, but-by. my Spirit, sait 


the Lord." From the Rev..W.-J. Moore, in the 
Christian World Pulpit. Sent by W. Hethering- 
ton, Addiscombe, Surrey, Eng. 


% ; ;, 
Oriental. Lesson : Lights - 
By George, M. Mackie, D.D, .. 

Consular Chaplain and: Church‘of Scotland Missionary 
28% + to the Jews, Alexandria, Egypt ta 

HIS. shall ‘not go with thee, (v." 4)... The. Pal- 

_ estine fountain is ‘used also ‘as the drinking- 

‘plate for flocks” and herds,“ and the ground 


‘around the spring is usually dirty and muddy. ‘Those 
_ who drank lapping up the water with the scoop of the 


: Rane nem th The’ oth d 
> £28 : . te . . J = 7*2 -¢ t 8 . 3-23 >t h 
slender overlying hands were pointing exactly tothe’: Bae et aclorh' pinks on asbiok te L Sita ede 

_ of time and-preparation: “(a). 


~ ow 


‘ like: the: sea-sand, like’ locu 


does with his tongue would do so stand- 
to find a’clean'plate on which to kneel down, a work 
tke locusts for multitude (v. 1). Like the stars, 
ike ‘locusts,—these ‘are ‘still the 


? papislat similes in Paléstine for the innumerable. A . 
locust ,iiivasion is ustally.so gréat and destructive . 


that the inhabitants-of ‘the district are all called out 
fatid - fill’ them. with :water, or” collect ‘thorns 


.3 


With Which-to: burn.the locusts, -""- \,- ~ 
“A .cake.of, bar ley bread-(v: 13).!, The food of the 


.* peasantry; in: form: a flat .disc :about: an inch thick, 


' staddett on.the upper.side with dried beans or peas, 


and, imperfectly fired in the hot pebbles and ashes of 


‘a thormfire on the,ground, Its indigestible weight 


makes: its dream-service as a projectile seem not so 
far-fetched or inappropriate. (b) 

Empty pitchers (v. 16). The earthenware jars in 
which women carried water trom the fountain were 
cheap and abundant, each capable of holding about 
a pail and a half of water. The torches would be 
of pitch-pine or flax-tow saturated with olive-oil. 

la the beginning of the middle waich (v. 19). 
Moses had Hobab along with the guiding pillar, and 


» immense, superiority of the ene 


hey had simply | 


JANUARY. 9, I915 


-~ »to:Gideon the assurance of a divine deliverance was 


not inconsistent with the use of military tactics. The 
‘s numbers made 
sentinel duty seem a mere. 
had been aroused: from sleep at midnight were least 


~» likely to be alert and intelligent watchmen. (c) 


ALEXANDRIA, EGyPT. 
< 


Visiting: the Lesson Scenes | 


T THE extreme southern limit of our map the 


. 


, and ‘those who . 


+ * 
, 


ezreel, the two arms reaching northward over | 


Jexr of a V is shown close by the site of ancient 
the 


ull of Moreh, ‘To-day, while we have in mind 
the story of Gideon's fight with the Midianites, we 


will stand at the point of that V (on an outlying spur 




















MAP PATENT No.656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD 


of Mt. Gilboa) and face north. Spread out before us, 
in plain sight, is the very ground where the battle 
was fought. 

As.we look out through the stereoscope we find 
ourselves on a low hill where the native rock pushes 
through a scanty covering of soil. Down before us 
a valley, perhaps two miles wide, is used for raising 
some sort of crops; we can see, the long straight lines 
of ditches dug to conduct water to the farmers’ fields. 
Beyond the fields a ridge of much higher ground ends 
our view. That ridge is the hill of Moreh, where the 
Midianites encamped (Judg. 7:1). Gideon's little 


Harod,—part way up the slope of Gilboa, and not 
very far from where we now stand. It was from 


_ some point near here that Gideon and Purah went 


down at night and inspected the enemy’s tents and 
camels (7: 12). When the Midianites were attacked 
they naturally retreated eastward toward Jordan 


‘ army camped near the famous spring,—the well of” 


(see map) in order to cross at the ford and get back . 


to their own country at its farther side. (a 


) 
Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘ Gideon's battlefield , 


and the hill of Moreh, north from Jezreel.” 


The’ Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied. as usual to the lessons of the year. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in makin 
the lesson places veal. Forty-five places are being visited 
during 1915. The forty-five stereograplis cost $7.50, and if all 
are ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case 
will be given free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the 


' lessons of this first quarter ; cost, $2. The four for January 


alone cost 67 cents. (Less than five in one order are 20 cents 
each). Stereoscopes, go cents each. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; sepia 


. tinted, 55 cents ; colored, $1.10, . In orders for twenty-five or 


more at one time the prices are : plain slides, 40 cents ; sepia 


tinted, 45 cents : colored, $1.00. Postage or express is Swe aid .. 
d 


on orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. ress 
The Sunday School Times Co:, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. ¢ 


From the Platform 


By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Lord God, our Heavenly 
Father, we thank thee for giving us part in thy work. We 
thank’ thee that we are willing to help. We thank thee 
that when thou didst call we answered thy call and 
entered thy service. Give us to know that it is not by 


. might nor by power, but by thy Spirit that the work of the 


kingdom is built up. .Give to each of us the disposition to 
be true soldiers of the cross. Take away fear, and give us 
perfect trust in thee. We ask it in the name and for the 
sake of Jesus, our Saviour.. Amen. 


UMBERS of. Jehovah's hosts ought to have their 

eee residence by the spring of Harod. 

hat spring got its name from the fact that a 

great big number of grown men became frightened 

nearly out of their wits. They had sense enough to 

go home in a hurry at the first opportunity. hat 

oes-Harod mean ?.(Trembling.) It takes some cour- 
age to be a soldier in the army of the Lord. 

There is no disgrace in being frightened. The dis- 














a 











LESSON FOR JAN. 24 (Judges 7) 


grace comes in yielding to the fear and run-: 
ning away from the task in hand. When 
Senator Zebulon B. Vance, of North Caro- 
lina, was a colonel in the Confederate Army 
raging and bullets were flying 
thick and fast. ey Vance saw a ~~ 
ing to the rear. He was exceeding 
= limit in his flight, ‘The colonel waved 
his sword at the rabbit, saying, ‘*Go it, 
Molly Cotton Tail ; if I did not have a repu- 
tation to sustain I’d be with you.” 
colonel was frightened but stood his ground. 
Gideon up to being scared, but he 
had courage to do the thing that was before 
him (a). 

God is an absolute sovereign; he does 
what he wills, It seems on the surface of it 
sometimes that his choice of men is purely 
arbitrary. But could we see all that he sees 
we should see that God does nothing unrea- 
sonably. He chose three hundred men for 
a task which had little danger in it, no hard- 
ship, ‘and glory forever, But they really 
chose themselves. Twenty-two sand 
were scared and went home, God had no 
way to use them, Nine thousand seven hun- 
dred of them bowed down on their knees to 
drink ‘water. So they were out of it. Men 
make their own places in the world. The 
three hundred were God’s chosen men, but 
he chose them after two tests. The old 
negro was not far wrong when he said that 
for every man in this world God casts a vote 
and the Devil casts a vote, and the man him- 
self always casts the deciding vote that re- 
sults in the election, Gideon’s immortal 
three hundred themselves cast the vote which 
placed them among God’s chosen (b). 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Anywhere with Jesus | can Safely go."’ 
** Encamped along the hills of light."’ 
‘* Faith of our fathers, living still.’ 
‘* Hark ! the. voice of Jesus calling. 
=) Onward, ‘Christiah soldiers.!") 15:5: 
*" Soldiers of Christ, arise.” 3); 
“Stand up, stand-up, for Jesus."” . 
** The Son of God goes forth to war."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical Psalm 
tae ** Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 124 : 1-8 (269 : 1,.2). 
Psalm 18 ; 1-3 3 43-50 (32: 1-4). 
Psalm 46 : 1-11 (96 : 1-3). 
Psalm tar : 1-8 (263: 1, 2). 
Psalm 27 : 1-14 (55 : 1-3). 


” 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.—God is stronger 
than armies. 

Review.—Sketch or cut from paper 

a trumpet, or let some one sound a bugle 
call on a cornet or piano. Who blewa 
trumpet? (In last Sunday’s story.) Why? 
What was Gideon doing when God called 
him? Why did God choose Gideon as 
leader? Repeat last Sunday’s text. How 
did the Midianites trouble Israel, and how 
jong? Do you think that the soldiers came 
when Gideon’s messengers went after them ? 

This Week’s Lesson Story.— Thirty-two 
thousand soldiers make a great army. They 
camped beside a spring with Gideon as 
leader. The Midianites weré sorth of them 
in a valley by a hill. 

Gideon must have felt safe to have so 
many soldiers, but God wanted to prove that 
He was stronger than armies, God said to 
Gideon, ‘‘ You have too many for me to give 
the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel 
may boast, saying, Mine own hand hath 
saved me.”’ Gideon obeyed God, and said 
to his men, ** Whoever feels trembling or 
afraid must go home.”” Twenty-two thou- 
sand went home, and ten thousand stayed 
with Gideon, : 

Again God said, ‘‘ You have too many; 
take them down to the water to. drink ; 
watch how they do it.”” Most of them knelt 
and bent their faces to the water to drink. 
Only three hundred dipped water in their 
hands and lifted it to, their mouths. God 
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sail, ‘* I will:deliver epaple: _ hand 
by the three hundred 5. i others 
home.”” So they went. Three hundred 
looked so few, but Gideon knew that God 
was ego gf than ey pee * Me 
Says, ‘* Not nor by power, but 
mt Spirit, saith y ads of hosts.”’ Gods 
Spirit made Gideon’s three hundred brave. 

That night God said to Gideon, ‘‘ You and 
your servant —. near Midian’s camp 
and listen.’’ ey went very quietly ; they 
saw tents and camels spread over the valley, 
and they heard talking. This is what they 
heard: a dream about a loaf of bread (vs. 
13. 14). Gideon heard enough to kaow that 

lidian’s soldiers were scared, Gideon 
thanked God, and hurried back to his camp 
of three hundred men. He said, ** Arise, 
for Jehovah hath delivered the host of Mid- 
jan into your hand,” 

Gideon divided his three hundred into 
three companies, and gave them the strangest 
weapons, Each man had atrumpet to blow, 
a pitcher to break, and a torch to wave. At 
first each torch was inside the pitcher, like a 
dark lantern, Gideon said, ‘‘ Watch me 
and do exactly what I do.” About mid- 
night, wher the Midianites were sound 
iloep, Gideon and his company of one hun- 
dred reached the edge of the camp. ‘The 
other two companies spread around, Sud- 
denly there was an awful noise, Gideon 
blew his trumpet, every man blew his. 
Every man smashed his pitcher and waved 
his flaming torch. Every man shouted, 
‘*The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon.”’ 
Such a noise and so many lights frightened 
the Midianites. They started to run, and 
never stopped until they were a long way 
off, Israel’s men ran after them. Gideon 
sent swift messengers to hurry toward the 
Jordan to catch the leaders of Midian before 
they could cross. They did catch them and 
put them to death. After that the Midian- 
ites came no more to steal Israel’s grain and 
cattle. The people honored Gideon by 
making him judge. Ask your father to read 
you the whole story in a book of the Bible 
named Judges. Surely every boy would love 
to be a brave leader like Gideon. (a 
. After the Story.—Sketch a small circle 
and an open book ‘for use later. Children, 


~, | 40 you know there,is..a club of Christian 


traveling men named Gideons? They wear 
4 blue button about the size of adime. On 
it is a white pitcher and the tip of a flaming 
torch. As you talk, sketch the design in 
the circle. Perhaps you can show a Gideon 
pin. Be sure that the children recognize the 
meaning of the emblem which typifies the 
weapons of Gideon’s soldiers. Only Chris- 
tian men can belong to the Gideons. (b) 

At first there were only two Gideons, who 
became acquainted in a hotel bed-room 
when one of them took out his Bible, and 
the other man asked him to read it to him. 
‘They. wished that Christian traveling men 
might recognize each other, as Masons, Odd 
Fellows, Elks, etc., do, so the Gideon But- 
ton was planmed. You ought to know two 
things about the Gideons : (c) 


GIDEON Bites ~ 


Because the first Gideons became ac- 
quainted while reading the Bible they wanted 
to make it easy for every man at a hotel to 
read the Bible. Write ‘* Holy Bible ” across 
your sketch. There are thousands of Gid- 
eons now, and they sometimes buy wagon 
loads of Bibles, have a parade, and every 
Gideon carries a Bible to the hotel, Ask 
your father to take you to a hotel to find a 
Gideon Bible. (d) 

Hand-work.—Draw Gideon’s trumpet, or 
a Gideon button or Bible, Write Gideon’s 
name. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


FAMOUS BATTLeEFIELD.—The princi- 
pal event in our lesson to-day took 
place in the historic valley.of Jezreel 

or the Plain of Esdraelon, as it was later 
called. During the Middle Ages, from about 
1100 to 1300 A. D., occurred the wars of the 
Crusades. Armies from Europe were sent 
to Palestine to fight against the Moslems and 
establish Christian rule over the Holy Land. 
Their special aim was to take the city of 
Jerusalem and wrest from the enemy. the 


Church of the Ichre, built by.a 
Emperor Constantine. The next city of im- 
nce was that of Acre, in the valley of 
Jere not far from Mt, Carmel, It was 
ieged a number of times with varying for- 


tunes, but was finally left in n of the 
Moslems. Ane interest event occur- 
ring in Acre and thé valley of Jezreel was in 
connection with the great French general, 
Napoleon, later Emperor of France. He 
designed to conquer Syria and had taken 
ssion of Acre, but was defeated by the 
English. The first and test battle ever 
fought in this famous valley is described in 
our lesson to-day. (Locate the valley of 
Jezreel.) (9) tle 
A Great .—The battle we are study- 
ing is great, first, because God is commander. 
Repentant Israel has cried for mercy, and 
God has Torgiven them and determined to 
deliverthem, Draw from thé girls the events 
of last Sunday’s and to-day’s lessons, so that 
they may have the complete story in the’ 
minds, Let them take pencil and pape? anu 
write briefly the commands and encourage- 
ments given to Gideon by the angel of the 


Commands. Exncouragements.. 
To deliver Israel. Assurance of God's 
Pull down idol. presence. 


Sacrifice on altar. 
Gather the army. 
Decrease the army. 
Surround the enemy. 


Assurance of victory. 

Sign of the fire. 

Signs of the fleece. 

Sign of the barley-loaf 
and tent. 


We notice how definite and clear are God's 
commands; Gideon knows just what he has 


to do, in, God did not disclose his whole 
plan at first, but gave one command at a 
time. Then, too, the obedience to one 


command was necessary before another could 
be given. As we look at the encourage- 
ments we see that the first two are what 
Gideon needed—to be assured of victory and 
to know that God’s presence would always 
be with him,—the signs were visible tokens 
of these two great facts, 

Second, this battle is great because of its 
leader ; Gideon’s name has come down in 
history for over three thousand years, owing 
‘to his success at'this time.’ Let us see what 
led to this success. Have the girls recall what 
we have already learned concerning Gideon’s 
humility, faith, and obedience, Bring outthe 
discouragements he had to meet. When he 
pulled down the idol, he nearly lost his life be- 
cause of the anger of the people. “When he 
called the people to arms at Mt. Gilboa, al- 
though his army numbered’ thirty-two thou- 
sand, they looked down upon the tents of a 
much greater army in the valley of Jezreel. 
Again, when God had himreduce his army so 
that he finally had but three hundred men, only 
Gideon’s faith. could have sustained him at 
such atime. So Gad trained Gideon to trust 
Him for victory by giving him definite com- 
mands, encouragements to help his faith, and 
discouragements to test his faith, 
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This diagram (printed by permission) has been re- 

drawn from chatts in Dr. Yrbrlbut’s “ Teacher-T rain- 

ing Lessons for the Sunday-School.”” Copyright, 1908, 

by Eaton and Mains. lished by the Methosist 
ik Concern. 

Third, this is a great battle because of its 
purpose. How was the victory won? (On 
chart—in Manasseh, Asher, 7Zebulun, and 
Naphtali—make a small torch or candle with 
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ncils.) What lesson did 
to learn? What is the 


black and red 
God wish Israe 
Golden Text ? 
Years ago, when General Booth started the 
Salvation Army, he had no money or build- 
ings, and but few friends, but he felt that 
God had called him to save the outcasts 
whom the churches were not reaching. Men 
and women joined the Army, but persecu- 
tions came thick and fast. They were 
laughed at and ridiculed because of their 
satan and methods of conducting a meet- 
ing. ‘The meetings were broken up and 
many of the Army stoned and sent to jail, 
yet they trusted God for the victory. Let 
the girls tell how God has blessed the Salva 
tion Army as seen in its work to-day, Don’t 
let us think that the Spirit of God has only 
to do with big things like the Salvation 
Army. God is teaching us as he did Gideon, 
by taking command of our lives and giving 
us victory just as far as we are willing to 
trust and obey him, Have the girls bring 
out some of their own difficulties, such as 
‘‘keeping their tempers,’’ not wanting to 
study, finding home duties irksome, etc. 


| Don’t let us wait until grown up to trust 
| God for victory, but take these very things 


right to him and trust him to help us now. 

Said a girl to her Sunday-school teacher, 
** My, but that lesson hit me hard!’’ ‘+ Did 
you need that lesson, my dear?’’ asked the 
teacher. ‘* Yes,’’ replied the girl, ‘‘ there is 
a girl here that 1 have been ‘mad at’ for 
months, but I hunted her up after class ; she 
has forgiven me and everything is all right.’’ 
Was that easy todo? Who helped win this 
victory ? 

Next Week's Lesson 

Home-Work for the Girls 

Read Judges 13 : 8-16, 24, 25; 16: 

Golden Text, Judges 13 : 4. 

Bring a written list of the evils and suffer- 
ing caused by the use of ‘alcohol, ' 

Bring a written list of encouraging facts 
on temperance, 

Why do we sign a pledge? 

Moopy CHURCH, CHICAGO, 


* 
Pucker’s ‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William ©. Rogers 


E BEGAN in class on Sunday. wit) a 
review of all we learned the Sunday 
before about the Midianites and 

Gideon’s call. 

The geography came next, so. we’d under- 
stand where the things happened. Car! laid 
a home-made map on the table with its’ top 
to the north, and we could see all the main 
places because he had marked them. He 
put down a row of rice by the well of Harod 
to stand for Gideon’s army, and a lot of grains 
of wheat just north of them for the Midian- 
ites. Teacher had put him up to it, and it 
worked out fine when it came to the battle. 
‘Then Mr, Mason passed the stereograph 1 
atound so we could see how that battlefield 
looks to-day. He said the photographer 
must have stood near where Gideon’s army 
had ‘camped, and the Midianites were in the 
valley at the foot of the ridge of hills in the 
background. (a) ‘ 

Bumps told how Gideon had scared up 
thirty-two thousand men in all for his. army, 
and I said that there were a hundred and 
thirty-five thousand Midianites, 

**I don’t see where Pucker gets any hun- 
dred and thirty-five thousand,’’ grumbled 
Bumps. 

So 1 showed him in Judges 8 : 10 where 
Gideon killed a hundred and twenty thou- 
sand and there were fifteen thousand left. 
Tien I told him to add it. (b) 

Bert explained how God was afraid if he 
gave Gideon’s men the victory they might 
think they had done it themselves, and would 
go home and brag that one Israelite wwas.as 
good as four Midianites, and so they would 
forget God worse than ever, 

**That’s it,’? agreed teacher. ‘‘God’s 
main purpose in giving them a victory was 
to win them back to trust in him,’’ 

** Do people now ever need that kind of 
lesson ?’* he went on, ; 

Fred said he guessed sometimes rich 
churches thought they could-get along with- 
out God’s help. 

‘* Yes,” agreed Mr. Mason, ‘‘and some- 
times weak.churches forget to trust him, too, 
and think they must get money from the 
world by bazaars, etc., to pay their bills, not 
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1 See “ Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 26 im 
this issue. 
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realizing that God can give a small grou 
victory over large expenses, and over indif- 
ference and unbelief, if they will only trust 
him.”’ ; 

‘Then he talked about how we must not 
trust in ourselves in overcoming temptation. 
He said sin is ten times stronger than our 
wills, and that the only way to conquer Satan 
is to realize our weakness and let God put 
the enemy to flight for us. ‘* Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit.’’ 

Fred told how God sorted out Gideon's 
men. He let all the ’fraid-cats f° home, 
and two-thirds of them skipped. But there 
were ten thousand of them that couldn’t be 
bluffed, Teacher said they were heroes, like 
Napoleon’s Old Guard: when called on for 
one volunteer to go to almost certain death, 
all wanted to go. 

But there were still too many, So God 
showed Gideon a sign to divide them by. 
‘hey came to a creek, and most of the sol- 
diers knelt down on the bank and stuck their 
lips in the water, like we do when we go 
fisting. The Lord decided they were too 
forgetful of the enemy, and told Gideon to 
keep only the three hundred fellows who 
grabbed up a handful or two of water. 

Skinny described the battle, and teacher 
told him to move the wheat and rice around 
to show how it was, So he took away all 
the rice but three grains, and put them on 
three sides of the Midianites. e told how 
Gideon’s men showed their lights and blew 
their bugles, Then he stirred up-the wheat 
to show the Midianites fighting among them- 
selves, and finally brushed them off, east and 
south, leaving dead ones all along the way, 
till a few crossed the Jordan, with Gideon’s 
rice, I mean men, right after them. It was 
great the way you could see it. (c) 

** Now, George, what was it that caused 
such a panic among the Midianites ?’’ teacher 
asked, é 

‘* Why, God made them have a nightmare 
about Gideon in the first place,’’ answered 
Bulldog, ‘‘and that got their goat. Then 
when they waked up in the night and saw 
lights all around them, where Gideon’s men 
had strung out and were waving those torches, 
and when they heard bugles sounding the 
charge on all sides, they thought they was 
surrounded by a monstrous big army, and 
that. their time had come, One started to 
run, and bumped into the next one. In the 
dark he thought it must have been Gideori 
that bumped him, so he pulled out a sword 
and whacked at the fellow. Another saw 
that and whacked him for a Gideonite, and 
then they all killed each other.”’ (d) 

We all laughed at that, but teacher said 
he had the right idea, and that sin is always 
afraid, while the man who will not run is 
usually the man who trusts God. 

He went on and told abovt Cromwell's 
Ironsides, those soldiers in England that 
always prayed before they went into battle, 
how they were like Gideon’s men, and we 
ought to be like them in the battles of life. 
Then he bowed his head and prayed that we 
might always be full of faith and courage be- 


_cause we are on the Lord’s side. 


‘Teacher said for next time we would take 
the whole story of Samson, the strong weak 
man, 


Questions for Next Lesson 


How did the Israelites get along after the 
death of Gideon ? 

How was the birth of Samson foretold ? 

Tell some of the feats of strength Samson 
performed. 

Locate the places mentioned. 

What became of Samson ? 

Did Samson’s long hair really make him 
strong ? 
Is Bassve a good example for us ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 

l. Beginning.— Review Gideon's call. 

Il. Gideon's Army. 

. How many men did Gideon have ? 

. How many did the Midianites have ? 

. Where did the two armies camp? (map, 
picture.) 

Why did God think Gideon's army was 
too large ? 

. What was God's main purpose in this 
battle ? 

Do people now ever need that lesson ? 

Golden Text. ) 
. How did God sort out Gideon's men ? 
The Battle. 
t. Describe the battle (use rice and wheat). 
2. What caused the panic among the Mid- 
ianites ? 
3. Who are really the bravest men? (Iron- 
sides. } 
Praver. 


Terre Haute, Inb. 
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The MIRACLE of the 


ADULT 
BIBLE 


CLASS 
MOVEMENT 


In 1905, when the Adult Class Movement was first made a feature” of 
the International Sunday School Association, the Sunday-school member- 
ship of North America was 14,127,541. 

For the nine years immediately preceding 1905 the net gain was 
1,094,366 members. 

The nine years immediately followng 1905 show a net gain of 
4,313,495! 

A large part of the reason for these eloquent figures must be found in 
the organized Adult Classes, whose members— including only the classes 
that are organized and have reported to the international Sunday School 
Association—now number more than a million and a half. 


The Sunday-School’s Eye 
Upon Philadelphia 


In the chief city of the premier Sunday-school state in Amenica is 
being worked out what is probably the greatest single enterprise in the Sun- 
day-school world to-day. And it is part of the Adult Class Movement. 
The story of its beginnings is told on page 19. 

The Sunday School Times.will keep its readers: in touch with the 
further progress and results of this stupendous effort for the Kingdom. And 
articles will be published describing ways of working that successful classes 


‘have tried out. 





How Marshall A. Hudson 
Invites Men to His Class 
By One of His Lieutenants 


© ‘HO W 9? 
Articles for 


Bibl th d Wrong Way of 
Cian | nnn on hat 


Bible Class 
Workers By Professor Irving F. Wood 
to appear 


in the 


. Flowers 
Times 


By the Leader of a Famous 
Men’s Class 


After Billy Sunday— 
What ? 


A greup of the leaders in the Billy Philadelphia ign were earnestly dis- 
cuing te rblem of comeing the ‘Phan wee sages fo balding he cone 
that would be won. 

* That is.good. But we must go-"way beyond that,” one of those present declared. 
© We must do whet Wichita hes done. ive thousand were converted during the’ revival, 
but in the few years since Billy Sunday was there more than six-thousand others have been 
led to, Christ." * 

Men's Bible classes are prominent in this great soul-saving work that centers in 
Wichita, as they are in the w follow-up campaign that Scranton is carrying on. 

A glimpse of how. the work has been done in the Wichita section will be given in one 
of the Adult Bible Clase articles that will be published in The Sunday School ‘Tames. 











Do you knoW a leader or member of an Adult Bible Class that 
you would like to have receibe a copy of this Adult Class 
Number of The Sunday School Times? Send a postal card request 
and sample copies ‘will be gladly sent to one or several addresses. 
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For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 








RINGING before our children at this 
time one or two definite facts as to the 
war, and one or two great truths which 
are related to our Christian faith as associated 
with causes and developments of war and 
peace, may immediately arrest their attention 
and direct an earnest spirit in our prayer and 

ht. So many views are constantly be- 
fore us, and the awfulness of warfare and 
carnage so frequently evidenced in press and 
remark, that it is well for us to consider how 
rouch the people of the various nations are 
dependent. upon God at just this time. If 
we can associate in the minds of our children 
the need which all the nations have of God 
and the need which we have of him, much 
may be accomplished. Too many times we 
are the readers of history, instead of realizing 
that the age and day in which we live is 
making history, and that we must pray for 
that day as we live and act init, Thought in 
prayer may be given to those who are suffer- 
ing at this time, and the prayer should be 
constant that not only the war itself may be 
brought to a speedy conclusion, but that all 
warfare may cease, and that men may live in 
peace, conscious of God’s love and of man’s 
neighborliness, 


january 18 to 24 


Mon.—Judges 7 : 1-8. 
Gideon and the Three Hundred. 

Do you notice that Gideon and his three 
hundred gained an early start? Many a life 
fails in its purpose because it starts.too late 
in the morning, Again, we count our force 
by numbers; God counts force by quality 
and spirit, We would have said, ‘* Gideon, 
you have not enough,’’ but Jehovah said, 
** Gideon, you have too many.”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that more of 
our young people may form the habit of a 
quiet hour with God. Pray that we may 
all set apart a time each day for personal 
communion with God, . Pray that members 
of the family may be prepared to enjoy fam- 
ily worship by having had a few moments 
with God alone and in the study of the 
Word before we meet together at the break- 
fast table and at family worship. 


Tues.— Judges 7 : 9-23, Defeat of Midian. 

A victory is won before the fight begins, if 
the life of faith is what it ought to be. ‘We 
are not striving against an unconquerable 
enemy if we go in the fear of the Lord. 
Jehovah said to Gideon, ‘‘ Arise, get thee 
down into the camp, for I have delivered it 
into thy: hand.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for God’s 
blessing upon-the great Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement. Pray for their inter-denomina- 
tional misstonary conferences, held in differ- 
ent parts of the country, Thank God for 
the blessingrwhich attended the first. Minis- 
ters’? Missionary Convention, held in Roch- 
ester in December, where over seven hundred 
ministers were present. Pray that the min- 
istry may be filled with the power of God. 
Wed.—Judges §: 22-28. : 

Gideon Refuses to be King. 

Gideon resisted the temptation which 
came to him through his popularity and vic- 
tory, and‘turned that popularity to the honor 
of Jehovah when he said: ‘*T will not rule 
over you, . .". Jehovah shall rule over you.’’ 
Whatever personality or leadership. God 

ives to his servants can be turned to account 
lor him and not self-contained. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the Sun- 
day-school teachers who lead our boys and 
girls and young people in the study of God's 
Word. Pray. that they may be intelligent 
and consecrated; that they may know the 
Bible and teach the Bible. Pray that other 
subjects may not be introduced to the. lessen- 
ing of the study of the inspired Word of 
God. 

Thurs.— Judges 9: 7-21. Israel’s Folly. 

The folly of nations is bound to return: in 
judgment, which will mean suffering and 
destruction. This remarkable figure which 
Jotham, the son of Gideon, gave is filled 
with meaning worthy of our best thought. 
The sins of nations, as well as ofindividuals, 
fail upon their own heads. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the move- 
ment which is now so broadcast, to reintro- 
duce the teaching and instruction of the 
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Bible into the public and private schools of 
our land. Ask that God's blessing may 
attend this new movement and the text-books 
which are being prepared to be used. Pray 
that our leading educators may appreciate 
more fully the value of God’s Word in the 
development of the young. 


Fri. —Judges 9: 41-57. Death of a Wicked King, 

‘*Be sure your sin will find you out,’’ 
Not. only find. you out; ‘but destroy-you, This 
wieked: king, Abimelech, ran his race, but 
he ran to sure destruction. God never over- 
looks the continued and wilful wickedness 
of those who allow sin to allure them away 
from him. The Judge of all the earth will 
avenge the wrong-doing of those who have 
destroyed others and broken his law. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a spirit 
of reverence, thanking God for the divine 
wnstitution of his Church and for allit means 
in the world. Pray that men and women 
may be more conscious of his presence when 
they worship him in his house; that all 
Jrivolities and carelessness may be overcome ; 
that men may enter into his courts with 
thanksgiving and praise, honoring him in 
song, Scripture, and prayer. 


Sat.— Judges 10: 6-16. Sin and Repentance. 

The children of Israel not only repented 
of their sins, but they ** put away the foreign 
gods from among them, and served Jehovah.” 
It is not enough to be sorry for sin, but we 
must forsake evil. We ** cannot serve God 
and mammon.”’ ‘The significance of true re- 
pentance is that it breaks from sinful habits 
and begins to worship God. . Righteousness 
and faith must blend. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the min. 
isters of our land who are somewhat dis- 
couraged because of limited figids and sur- 
rounding evil, Pray for those who are 
tempted to look to men for encouragement 
rather than depending upon Almighty God, 
Pray that inspiration and enthusiasm may 
be. heaven-born rather than earth-born; 
that every minister of Christ may have the 
vision of the Most High within his own soul, 


Sun.— Judges 11: 29-40, A Foolish Vow. 

It is most important that we ‘* pray before 
we plan,” instead of planning before we 
pray. We may make foolish vows to Jehovah 
ourselves, if our plans are the result of our 
own determination and impulse instead of 
the direction of the Most High. Let us 
learn this lesson from Jephthah, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
the habit of family worship in your own 
home, and thank him also that day by day 
we may lift our hearts asa family to him. 
Pray for the individual members of your 
home. Think through, in the quiet of your 
own room, their individual needs, and pray 
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that those individual needs may be supplied. 


,| Make your family altar personal and pow- 
) | exfued. 





| Children at Home 





Alice in the Winter Woods 
Zelia Margaret Walters 


OULD it be worth while going to the 
woods in winter, when the leaves 
had fallen, the nuts had been gath- 

ered, every flower had died, and most of the 
birds had gone? 

That was what Alice was wondering as 
she put on her sweater and high-topped 
shoes that December afternoon, 

** Wait and see,’’ said Aunt Charlotte, who 
had proposed the trip. 

This woods lay on a hillside and in the 
valley, and when they came out on the top 
of the hill they could look out over acres of |. 
bare trees. 

** Let us stop a minute,’’ said Aunt Char- 
lotte, ‘‘ and see what we can tell about them 
before we go farther, Can you pick out Mr, 
Oak ?”’ 

**Oh, yes,’’ said Alice, ‘*There he is, 
and there, and there. I see a dozen Mr. 
Oaks. It is easy to tell them, for they hold 
on to some of their brown leaves.all winter.’’ 

** What other trees do you know when 
you meet them in their winter dresses?’’ 

** There’s the elm,’’ said Alice. ‘* Isn’t 
it pretty when the leaves are gone? You 
can see all those lovely graceful branches 
now. There is the sycamore. I know it 
by its ragged bark, and it stands up sort of 
stiff and strong like a big round bouquet. 
And there is a birch, I know by its silver 
bark; and I see a willow down by the creek, 
You couldn’t think that was anything else, 
It grows into so many branches, and then 
droops, over clear to the ground again, 
There are some poplars in the field, 
They hold all their branches straight up. 
| And how tall that biggest one is !—if it were 
‘a little taller it would reach the clouds, 
‘There is a chestnut, I wouldn’t have 
known it, but I ‘remember that a chestnut 
tree stood there.’’ 

*¢ Take a good look,’’ said Aunt Charlotte, 
‘tand then see if you can find another 
chestnut.”’ 

‘© It has rough bark,’’ said Alice, **and it 
is like an enormous tent. It spreads out a 
great way for its height, Yes, I see an- 
other one over farther.”’ 

‘* That tree near the chestnut with black 
ridged bark and a tall baue trunk with the 
branches high up is a walnut. Any boy 
would tell you that the walnut tree is hard 
to climb. Now tell me what this bush is 
just before, us.”’ 

**Tt’s a wild rose. 
hips.’’ 

** Yes, but you can still know it when the 
birds have eaten every one of the rose 
hips off. Take a look and see if you can 
tell.’ 

**The stalks are sort of red,’’ said Alice. 

** Yes, the canes of the rose have a tint of 
red, and so do the twigs of its cousin, the 
apple tree. Look at the orchard as we go 
back, and see the color of the apple twigs. 
Now what else do you see ?”’ 

They were walking through the woods 
now, scuffling their feet in the piles of leaves, 
Alice looked about her. 

‘*I’m afraid I don’t know any more of 
them with their summer dresses off. Except 
the pine tree,’”? she added as she caught a 
glimpse of its dark foliage ahead. 

‘**Here is a tree under which nothing 
grew,’’ said Aunt Charlotte. ‘* You can 
suspect this is a beech, because the beech 
makes such a dense shade insummer. And 
when you see the dark grayish smooth 
trunk, and the low, spreading branches, you 
can be sure it is a beech.”’ 

‘I see one more,’’ said Alice. 
sure this is a maple by its shape.’’ 

** Yes, youare right. That rounded maple | £ 


I know by the red rose 
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looks like ‘nothing else. You can almost 
imagine you see it with the leaveson. Now 
what ails this tree ?’” 

**It is dead,’ said Alice. ‘* Where the 
wood is exposed it is soft and crumbly, and 
there is fungus growing on it.’’ 

Then Alice looked around and found two 
more dead trees that were still standing. 
They would probably fall when the first 
hard wind of winter came. 

** And that elm tree is in trouble,’”’ added 
Alice. ‘*But I think its friend Mr. Wood- 
pecker is going to help it. He is drilling in 
the bark now for the insects that are there.’’ 

They stood still and watched and listened. 
When the dead leaves no longer rustled they 
could hear the steady drumming of that 
woodpecker, and of another they could not 
see, 

‘*What is this little plant we have un- 
covered beneath the leaves?’’ asked Aunt 
Charlotte, 

** Why, I didn’t know any of the plants 
kept their leaves in winter,’’ said Alice. 
She looked at the small rounded shiny leaves, 
but could not tell what it was. 

**Take a leaf and taste it,’’ said Aunt 
Charlotte, 

‘* Why, it’s wintergreen,’’ cried Alice. 

**VYes,”? said Aunt Charlotte. ‘It had 
berries when winter began, but the birds 
have eaten them, And there are some 
more green leaves on the hillside. That is 
the winter fern. It is getting rather faded 
and discouraged looking, but it is still 
green.”’ 

When they came out of the woods at the 
end of a long walk Aunt Charlotte asked, 
** Was there anything to see in the winter 
woods? ’? 

** Yes, indeed,’’ said Alice. ‘*I suppose 
there are always things for people to see if 
they use their eyes.”’ 
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The Man 
at the Door 


Outside,—rain and ice and the noise 
of traffic, 


Inside—sawdust aisles, a vast area of 
benches, a small high preaching plat- 
form, with a very strong and very small 
pulpit of plain, unpainted wood, and 
everywhere a spacious, expectant still- 
ness. 


The Publisher wanted just this view 
of the Billy Sunday Tabernacle over 
there in the heart of Philadelphia. He 
wanted to see the building before the 
crowds had come, before those broad 
aisles of sawdust were trodden by the 
feet of eager, glad converts, 


The whole great building seemed to 

say from every seat and corner and 
twinkling light, and from the at ter- 
races of the choir—and from that small, 
unpainted pulpit, ‘‘ We are ready !” 


The Man-at-the-Door was glad to 
show what preparations had been made. 
Here were well-guarded stoves glowing 
already with good coal fires ; here were 
rooms for hymn-books, for the executive 
work of the meetings, and a snug room 
with a window looking out upon the 
street-car tracks for the traction official 
who will direct the movements of traris- 
portation, What thoroughness and 
strength and spaciousness everywhere ! 
What care for rightness in every detail, 
and no waste of money or material or 
time at any point! 


The Man-at-the-Door was a man with 
a mission. He had his pastor’s picture 
tacked up in a seeable place. le was 

roud of the preparations everywhere. 

e. was. glad to show a - visitor ‘around 
the building. vite be 


And he confessed thet jif ‘the. work 
were committed to him, he would like to 
care for the ‘lost and found depart- 
ment”’ during the meetings. «. | 


“The lost and found—do you mean 
the human kind ?” asked the Publisher, 
with a look toward the vast sea of 
benches, 


‘* No,” answered the Man-at-the-Door, 
‘*I guess not that. Takes a bigger man 
than I am to doall that! No, I mean 
just the things that folks leave around 
in such meetings. You'd be surprised to 
know how many things are forgotten.” 


The lost and found ! 
building is for the use of that depart- 
ment of Christian work. The Man-at- 
the-Door and his visitor understood each 
other, 


Why, the whole 


When the doors swung out into the 
storm, the Publisher found himself re- 
pooteg that phrase again and again. 

ow many thousands would be ‘‘ found” 
in that — meeting-place as the weeks 
pass? Forgotten by man, just lost arti- 
cles, to be claimed by the real Owner, 
—but ‘‘found” among these benches 
and down the ‘‘sawdust trail.” 


The Publisher is glad that The Sun- 
day School Times can be so close to the 
work of Dr. Sunday’s campaign in the 
largest city he has yet undertaken to 
reach, In these pages there will be 
many a lost and found story in the next 
few months. 


The Sunday School Times would like 
to be the Man-at-the-Door to many thou- 
sands who would like to visit the meet- 
ings by means of these pages. 


THE PUBLISHER. 








Dr.John H. Jowett 


says : "Exceedingly well done. 
very great assistance to Saige 
School teachers." 





TAR 


ARBELL’S Teachers’ Guide 


Nearly one-half more lesson material than any other teachers’ commentary—there’s 
a reason why knowing teachers use TARBELL'S. 


MARGARET SLATTERY says: "I know of nothing better. Teachers of GRADED lessons will find it invaluable.* 
AT ALL BOOKSELLERS. $1.00 met (7.70 fosifaid). Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Ave., New York. 125 N. Wabash, Chicago 
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Do You Really Know 
Your Old Testament? | 


Or is it still a jumble of history and music and war and prophecy, 
and unpronounceable names that you are afraid to read aloud? 


In 1915 you will have a fresh opportunity to dig into the 
treasures of that old Book, to get much of it into orderly arrange- 
ment in your thought. Au “ad wee 


But most of all we need dack, round for such study, if we are 
to grasp the deeper meanings of the story, and obtain an orderly 
view of the whole. 


The Sunday School Times will look well to your needs in every 
department during the coming year. Make use of it to the utmost. 
And in addition to the paper, The Sunday School’ Times Company 
issues certain books that will help wonderfully in giving order 
and background to your study. © 


R instance, Miss Haig’s ‘‘ Analytical Outlines of the 

Old Testament,’’ a small book, for reference and. study, 

not so much for reading, has study-outlines and charts and 
memory helps that will bring Old Testament history info /ine for 
you in a most simple and usable way,—for personal or for class 
study. It costs only 50 cents—little enough for such a big help. 


Then there is Professor Willis J. Beecher’s ‘The Dated 
Events of the Old Testament.’’ What is more canfusing than 
Old Testament time-measurements and dates? ‘' When” is a bi 
question about events in those days. But Professor Beecher work 
out with masterly scholarship and patience tables easily understood, 
that give ‘‘a reasonably complete list of the events: narrated im the 
Old Testament, with their time relations,” as Dr, Beecher modestly 
put it. These tables show the relation ‘of these events to other 
near events, Israelitish or foreign, and they show which are con- 
jectura!.and which are fixed by positive evidence,—and they show 
what the evidence is. 


Can you imagine anything more useful in-giving you the back- 
round of ¢ime? This book costs $1.g0—a book. to have at hand 
or a life-time of Bible study of the more careful sort. 


ND what about modern criticism—‘ higher" and, “lower”? 
‘What is a good, common-sense, well-informed position to 
take on the whole question? You are sure to meet with 

queries in your own mind, or in other minds on this much-debated 
subject. ere again Professor Beecher rendered a great service to 
the expert and the inexpert Bible student in his book ‘* Reasonable 
Biblical Criticism.’’ It is a wonderfully steadying book. It sells 
for $1.50. 


HEN in that always fascinating field, and tremendously en- 
lightening field, of Bible research in ancient lands there are 
four books well worth your attention, —the first, a little one 

that you can slip into your mind about as easily as-into your 

ket, ‘“*Archaeology’s Solution of Old Testament Puzzles.’’ 
t tells ‘‘how pick and spade are answering the destructive criti- 
cism of the Bible.” You want to know how to apsiver. some of, the 
neighborhood critics who ¢Az#é they know how little of. the Bible is 
left nowadays. You will be glad to.surprise them, after you have 
read this little book of John Urquhart’s (price, 30 cents), for 
which he was awarded ‘‘The Gunning Prize” by’ the Victoria 
Institute of Great Britain. 


The second is Professor Albert .T. Clay’s fize work, 4 large 
and richly illustrated volume, ‘t Light on the Otd Testament 
from Babel.’’ Aren't some of the chapter titles’ suggestive—The 
Babylonian Creation Story; The Babylonian Deluge Story. ; The 
Tower of Babel; Babylonian Life in the Days-of. Ezra and Nehe- 
miah, But these do not half suggest, after all, -the. enthralling 
story of research and uncovered history that is found in this splen- 
did volume, with its more than roo illustrations. Its price is $2.00. 


The third is that altogether unusual and. engrossing book, 
Dr. Franklin E. Hoskins’ ‘‘ From the Nile te Nebo.”* It is doubt- 
ful whether any published volume has such a remarkable collection 
of photographs (85 of them) of the route of-the Exodus. And Dr. 
Hoskins’ book is not only a most picturesque travel-story, but it is 
very rich in scholarly studies of, the Exodus, the Wilderness wan- 
derings, the coming to Nebo. The $3.00 that this book costs is a 
very profitable investment. As a substantial Christmas gift this 
book is one you would be glad to give—or receive ! 


And fourth, Professor Melvin Grove Kyle’s **The Deciding 
Voice of the Monuments ia Biblical Criticism "* should be men- 
tioned. In Dr. Kyle's popular style it gathers up the present bear- 
ings of archeology and the Bible. Although not published by The 
Sunday School Times Company it can be supplied to-readers. Its 
cost is $1.65. 


T'S a difficult and most profitable journey you undertake when 
you start another year of Old ‘Testament study. Why mot. 
start with a good pos ead You may see any or all of 

these books on approval on two simple con itions : you to pay 
only the return mailing if you do not want them,—if you do keep 
them more than a week, the stated price for those you keep. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 

















The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, January 24, 1915 
Favorite Characters of the Bible, and 
Why (Psa. 105: 1-45). Led by the 
Sun superintendent. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Abraham, the faithful (Gal. 3 : 1-9). 
‘TUES.—David, the singer (2 Sam. 23: 1-7). 
WED.—Ruth, the immigrant (Ruth 1 : 6- 
I 


8). 
‘THURS.— Mary, the mother (Luke 2 : 41- 


52 
FRI.— Martha, theservant (Luke 10: |, 
Sa'r.—Daniel, the noble (Dan. 1 a 











Why have we favorites among Bible char- 
acters? 


What have we learned from our favorite 
character ? 


Why is Bible biography attractive to us? 


HE men and women of the Bible are the 
great immortals, The mighty kings, 
the great warriors, the rich and famous 

of the early days are gone and most of them 
are as unremembered as though they had 
never been, Almost no one reads about them 
and unless they had something to do with the 
men and women of the Bible there is not very 
much that we can find to read about them. 
But millions of fresh copies of the Bible are 
published each year to preserve and to spread 
abroad the stories of the Bible characters. 
Why is this? 
% 


And these characters are not only the only 
characters who are remembered as having 
lived once. They are the characters who 
live still and into whom as we read of them 
we feel ourselves to be transformed, God 
opens to us the same possibilities of fellowship 
and powers which were opened to the men 
whose life stories and whose dealings with 
God make up the Bible. It is just as Dr. 
Tyng declared: ‘* This book is the book of 
God, and when I go out and commune with 
it I hold communion with my God. I am 
Moses, just come down from the burning 
mountain, his face shining with joy and the 
glory of the Lord. I am Isaiah, and have 
come from the golden courts where the sera- 
phim and cherubim shout hallelujah to the 
Lord God of Hosts. Iam Paul, and have 
seen the third heavens opened, and can tell 
what is uttered there, and have seen glories 
ineffable which no tongue can tell nor imag- 
ination conceive. I am John, and have laid 
my head upon the Master’s bosom, and have 
caught, warm with his breath, the very whis- 
pers of the sweet counsel which he has 
breathed into my ear,’’ 


% 


It is a gain to pick out not only the great 
and conspicuous Bible characters but also 
those obscurer men and women whom none 
the less the Spirit of God has immortalized in 
the Bivle. Observe what is said about such 
people as Jabez (1 Chron. 4: 9, 10), a man 
of honor; and Jabal (Gen. 4 : 20), the father 
of herdsmen ; and Elhanan (2 Sam. 21 : 19), 
who slew Goliath’s brother ; and the wise and 
unselfish father-in-law of Moses, what was 
his name and what did he do? and. Ornan 
(1 Chron, 21 : 18-26) and his fair dealings 
with David; with Epaphras, and Epaphro- 
ditus, good men and lovers and fellow workers 
of Paul’s, and Tabitha (Acts 9: 36). What 
are we told about them? The Bible is full 
of these hidden people whose lives are rich in 
lessons for us, 

5 4 


Look at ‘Quartus a brother’? (Romans 
16 : 23) who asked Tertius who wrote this 
letter for Paul to send his love too from Cor- 
inth to the Christians in Rome. ‘He has 
no wealth like Gaius,’? Dr. Maclaren re- 
minds us, ‘nor civil position like Erastus, 
nor wide reputation like Timothy. He is 
only a good, simple, unknown Christian. He 
feels a spring of love open in his heart to these 
brethren far across the sea, whom he never 
met. He would like them to know that he 
thought lovingly of them, and to be lovingly 
thought of by them. So he begs a little cor- 
ner in Paul’s letter, and gets it; and there, 
in his little niche, like some statue of a for- 
gotten saint, scarce seen:amidst the glories of 


| won for him the 
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a great cathedral, ‘Quartus a brother’ stands 
to all time.’’, . . **One loving message has 
for w men have 
qortelly given life itself,—an eternal place in 

istory, Wheresoever the gospel is preached 
there also shall this be told as a memorial of 
him. How much surprised he would have 
been if, as he leaned forward to Tertius hur- 
rying to end his task, and said, ‘Send my 
love too,’ anybody had told him that that one 
act of his would last as long as the world, and 
his name be known for ever! And how 
much ashamed some of the other people in 
the New Testament would have been if they 
had kuown that their passing faults—the 
quarrel of Euodia and Syntyche for instance 
—were to be gibbetted for ever in the same 
fashion! How careful they would have been, 
and we would be of our behavior if we knew 
that it was to be pounced down upon and 
made immortal in that style! Suppose you 
were to be told—your thoughts and acts to- 
morrow at twelve o’clock will be recorded 
for all the world to rea u would be pretty 
— - you ow ll te there is an 
angel who is watc ing record 
for us. Some day hia eae will Tteveaied. 
How will we like it then? 

% 


What children are named in the Bible and 
are there some of them who wished after- 
wards or who wish now that they had acted 
otherwise? And do you think there are 
some who are surprised now at the glorious 
immortality which they won? 

% 


And the supreme Bible character is our 
Lord. It is good to think of him sometimes 
as a Character and to realize as Bushnell en- 
ables us so convincingly to do, that ‘the 
character of Jesus Christ forbids his possible 
classification with men.’’ All the other Bi- 
ble characters, we know with James (Jas. 
5 : 17) were just men and women of like pas- 
sions with ourselves, but Christ was different. 
He was tempted as we are but—and what an 
infinite ‘‘but’’ that is, —without sin. 

“ 

And yet even of Christ what did John say? 
(1 John 2 : 6). , 

Why are the records of these lives preserved 
for us by the Spirit of God? Paul tells us, 
(i Cor. 10 : 11). 

What God did with these men he is will- 
ing to do with us. . 

The years that have gone by since Moses’ 
time have not removed God from his world 
or made it harder to have fellowship with hitn. 





Stick to It 
Until Coffee Hits You Hard 


It is about as well.to advise people to 
stick to coffee until they get it hard 
enough so that.they will never forget 
their experience. : 

A woman writes and her letter |§ is 
condensed to give the facts in a short: 
space : 

‘*T was a coffee slave and stuck to it 
like a toper to his ‘cups,’ notwithstand- 
ing I frequently had severe attacks of 
sick headache ; then I used more coffee 
to relieve the headache, and this was 
bg enough until the coffee effect wore 


** Finally attacks of rheumatism began 
to appear, and ultimately the whole 
nervous system began to break down 
and I was fast becoming a wreck. 

* After atime I was induced to quit 
coffee and take up Postum.. This was 
half a year ago. The result has been 
most satisfactory. 

“The rheumatism is gone entirely, 
nerves practically well and steady, di- 
gestion almost perfect, never have any ' 
more sick headaches and am gaining 
steadily in weight and strength.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. 

Postum comes in two forms : 

- Regular Postumi—must be well boiled. 
15c and 25c packages. 

Instant Postum—is a.soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in acup 
of hot water and, with cream and sugar, 
makes a delicious beverage instantly. 
goc and s0¢ tins. 

The cost per cup of both.kinds is 
about the same. 

« There’s a Reason” for Postum: 





—sold by Grocers. 



































LESSON FOR JAN.24 (Judges 7) 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 


Selections from some of the choicest of Dr. 
Miller’s letters on soul problems will be 
continued in the Times during 
the early weeks of 1915 


45. In Doubt About Marriage 


HAVE just received your letter and have 
read it through carefully, Of course, 
you understand that the question which 

you are asking so anxiously is one which no 
one but yourself and your friend can really 
and finally answer. The matter of mar- 
riage is a sacred one, with which no 
stranger dare intermeddle. Friends may 
give advice or may give impressions, may 
throw light upon the character and dispo- 
sition of one or the other of the parties, or 
may even venture'to give opinions as to the 
wisdom or the unwisdom, the fitness or the 
unfitness; of the marriage. But, after all, the 
two persons who are to live together are 
the only persons who can finally settle the 
question, Of course, God should always be 
taken into counsel, as he should be in all 
life’s trahsactions. In no other relation in 
Jife do we need more the divine: guidance. 
The marriage formula runs, ‘‘ ‘Those whom 
God_hath joined together,’’ etc. The as- 





sumption is that the marriage is of God, not. 


only that the ceremony is in his name, a 
sacred covenant, but that he himself has 
brought the two together and united their 
lives.’ ; 

I always fear, therefore, even to speak a 
word when asked such questions as you have 
brought to me, lest some sentence of mine 
might give a wrong bias either way. But, 
very frankly, ‘it seems to'me that'you ‘are in 
a morbid condition, Either, as you suggest, 
you have fallen into the hands of the Tempter, 
and he is ‘making a good deal of trouble ‘for 

ou, or you have' formed an’ unwholesome 
habit of introspection, Which is working mis- 
chief in you and for, you. I, cannot seethat 
the questions you raise should ever have been 
raised, I have gone most carefully over your 
letter, and: I Gahnot'see that there jis a parti- 
cle of reason in any’of these ‘inquiries ‘which 
seem to vex you so much. ‘A nobler ‘girl 
never lived than your friends! It was-my 
privilege to know her while she was here, as 
a father knows a child. She came to me, 


not very often, but.always with a child’s.con-. 


fidence, - We talked together, I prayed: with 
her and sought to strengthen her for her 
work. She has told you all about this, no 
doubt. What I ‘want to say, however, is 
that while I have known a great many young 
women in the medical college and in other 
schools and in other walks of life, I say to 
you very freely, and without the least preju- 
dice, that I believe not one of them is nobler 
in heart and life than she. 

You ask me to make inquiry at the college 
for her exact standing as a pupil. This I 
could not do, It would not be a proper 
thing for me to ask the authorities, I have 
no very close relations with the dean or sec- 
retary of the faculty. Besides, my asking 
the question would naturally raise suspicion ; 
at least, the thought that some doubt has 
been cast upon her standing by some one. 
You will see, I think, readily, that it is not 
possible for me to grant this request of yours, 
But, my dear friend, why should you want 
such figures? - Is your love going to be influ- 
enced by the difference between 86 and 96? 
Ihope not, There is no question whatever 
that she. stood well in her class—I do-not 
know whether she was first or second or 
tenth. I merely know that she stood high, 
that shé- was an honored ‘pupil, not only 
among the faculty, but also among the stu- 
dents. She bore herself as a Christian, in 
such a way as to win the confidence and the 
respect, not only of the other-Christian girls, 
but of those who: were not Christians, 

But I need not go over the points which 
you enumerate, It seems to me that, as I 
said before, you aré the victim of an unwhole- 
some morbidness which is likely to do you 
harm in more ways than one. Perhaps this 
is not altogether strange. I believe that men 
are very often beset by such feelings in set- 
tling questions like this. You are not the 
first person Ihave tried to help through sim- 
ilar experiences. But let me advise you to 
put away all these foolish and unfair-ques- 
tions and to meet the question like a man. 

God does not work miracles, to give us 
Signs, as sometimes in the Okd ‘Testament 
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days he did, to show us what our duty is. 
You will not find the fleece dry and the grass 
wet with dew, nor the fleece wet and the 
grass dry, as in the case of one of the signs 

ven in the Old Testament. God has put 
into your mind a proper measure of good 
sense and wisdom, and he wants you to meet 
questions of this kind and of all kinds for 
yourself, There are certain occasions when 
prayer, it seems to me, is overdone, _ Some- 
times we are to rise and act. 

It looks to me this way: You know her. 
You have known her for many years, You 
know that she is one of the noblest of women, 
You know that the man who can get her for 
a wife will be honored amongst men as few 
men are honored. Now, it seems to me, 
there is only one question oma 4 Can 
you get her? I do not know how she herself 
feels upon this subject, I have not heard 
from her since your meeting. But it cer- 
tainly seems to me that, knowing her so well 
and believing in her so fully, as you certainly 
have been led to do by your knowledge and 
experience of her, you are very foolish to 
waste time on asking any questions about her 
fitness to be your wife, I think that part is 
quite clear, The other question is one per- 
haps which you need to ask—whether you 
are a good enough man to be her husband. 
This she must help you to answer. If you 
think that she is good enough to be your wife, 
and she thinks that you are good enough to 
be her husband, I think your lives are ready 
to blend, and that you may accept these mu- 
tual opinions and decisions as indications of 
God’s guidance and approval, 

Perhaps I have said more than I should say, 
for, after all, I have answered your questions 
almost directly. But you understand that, 
after all, the question comes back to your- 
selves. There is some subtle thing in human 
hearts which, when people are perfectly hon- 
est, will, 1 think, almost invariably tell them 
whether they should come together or not. If 
you both have doubts on the subject, you would 
better stay apart. 


ol 


You Answer These 
Questions ? 
By; Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


What bad woman saved her own life 
and that of her family by repenting, 
and became the ancestress of Josep 
the husband of Mary, the mother of 
our Lord ? 

What man found a kingdom while look- 
ing for some lost donkeys ? 

What man sold his life for a wedge of 
gold, some shekels of silver, and a gar- 
ment from Babylon ? 

Who received in baskets the heads of 
seventy princes ? 

What queen’s life depended on a golden 
sceptre ? 


136. 


137- 


138. 


139. 


140. 
Answers to Last Week’s Questions 

Micah (Judg. 18). 

Sodom (Gen. 18 : 32). 

Benjamin (Judg. 3 : 15; 1 Chron. 12: 

1, 2; Judg. 20: 15, 16). 

Abimelech, at the siege of Shechem, 


The boughs were piled up and used to 
burn the tower (Judg. 9 : 48, 49). 


Abimelech, the son of Gideon (Judg. 
9:5) 

<40 
Our Chinese Sunday-School 


( Continued from page 23) 


131. 
132. 
133- 


134. 


135. 


cheerfully granted, and calling on him in his 
hot laundry during the week I found the 
card before him on his iruning table, and I 
knew what that meant. Probably he had 
some assistance from the more advanced 
Chinese, for the next Sunday he knew all 
the letters, big and little, from ** A ’’ to ** Z.”? 
And, strange to say, in three or four months, 
with only one lesson a ‘week, he learned 
to read tolerably well in the New Testament. 

In their disposition to ask questions our 
Chinese were like little children, and like 
full-grown men in trying to understand 
things. ‘*L-e-a-p—what lat? Oh, yes; 
allee samee jump.’’ ‘The lion has a fous 
tail. What tail?’’? Being referred to the 
marginal explanation in Chinese, his face 
brightened with intelligence as he read the 
sentence anew—‘‘ The lion has a long end !”’ 





But he preapiy added—* Tail, tail! Yes, 
yes, I see, allee light!” 

One day we were reading the parable of 
‘*The Laborers in the Vineyard”’’ for our 
lesson, My Chinese eapees in his reading 
every now an‘ then te ask questions, ‘‘ La- 
borers ?’? he queried, ‘* What laborers?” 
I explained to him .about digging in the 
ground with pick and spade, ahd he ex- 
claimed, **Oh, yes, Italians*-work in the 
street.” ¢* Vineyard—what lat?’? That 
also being duly explained, he went on to 
read, ‘* And when he had agreed with them 
for a penny a'day’’—he paused thought- 
fully, shaking his head, and ‘saying, ‘* Lat 
oy little pay—too little pay. Poor blissness 
at,’’ 

These things are mentioned merely to show 
how these humble Chinese, of the rer 
class, too, read God’s Word with a very sin- 
cere effort to understand its meaning. ‘Their 
earnestness in seeking :o learn, as well as 
their heartiness.in the devotional services, 
was a lasting pleasure.. Mea, 


ATLANTIC City, N, J. 








Appreciative 


Teachers 


We recently sent post cards similar to the one below to 
1,000 Sunday-school teachers. The offer proved so popu- 
lar, judging from the acceptances, that we are. asking all 
subscribers to The Sunday School Times to cut this card 


out of their paper and hand or mail it to one who is not 


yet a subscriber.” 


di 7% 


‘course of instruction 
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MUSIC LESSONS 


IN YOUR OWN HOME 


2 A DAY 


To introduce at once in every locality our SIM- 
PLICITY SYSTEM of teaching music by note, thor- 
oughly and easily, we are now making a 
Introductory Offer and will give you a complete 
a em eg FE BF ay ht 

n, andolin tar, t 
Cello or Sight $ nging, if you will simply recommend 
our Institute to your friends after you learn to play. 

Thousands of successful pupils, from 7 to 70 years 





old, have plvendy, Tencned by this wonderful system, 
and you can do the same. You do not have to know 
one note from another. Photographs and drawings 
make everything plain. ssons sent weekly 


inners or advanc ers. y accepting our 
Special Offer at once you will be asked to pay only a 
very small amount (averaging only 2 cents a day) to 
cover cost of sage, sheet music, clerical » etc. 
or our remarkable money-saving 


Write TODAY 
Special Offer and 48-page illustrated sent 
FREE and postage paid, which explains e thing. 
It will convince you and cost you nothing. dress 
International Institute of Music 

Dept. 311, Fort Wayne, Indiaga 
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’ adage ? Post GARD-REVERSE — 

_THE, SUNDAY..SCHOOL TIMES CO. 

Gaty Wi Poets te ‘1034 Waltiut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

You may enter my. name for a three-weeks’ free trial of The Sunday School 
Times, with the understanding that if at the end of the test | subscribe for 
The Sunday School Times for a year, and send the subscription of a friend 


for a year with my subscription, | may have without ch any book or 
books from your catalogued publications not exceeding « combined list price 
of 50 cents.’ Your‘ paper is not to be sent to my after three weeks 
unless | so order: ' 
FREE FOR THE ASKING 
Enou imen copi 
ee ee Baia css cosiesesasvsssssvessioseseicsensseses 
ply teachers and officers 
in your |, Just say 
low many 
CDS ta ge idl Ani stata RSID EEE Et re Dae on a ore 








L | 


This Three Weeks’ Trial 
will include the January Temperance Number, telling what 
BILLY SUNDAY has done to "booze" in several 
places where he has preached, and containing suggestions 
and material for ‘Temperance Sunday, January 31. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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B BE OBEDIENT BE TRUSTWORTHY BEPREPARED BELOYAL BEBRAVE 5 
aa aoe worry : E 

T ‘ -- . ; . R 
i Teachers of Boys: 
tr We have something of vital importance to communicate to R 
BOY SCOUTS (ONLY), and we are depending on H 

8 Sunday-school workers to put us in touch with them. Will - 
ns you be kind enough to send us the names of a few scouts B 
E in your school, or tell them to ask us direct for information. oe 
i The Sunday School Times Company j93),Wsisttst: | £ 
A 

- BEKIND BE COURTEOUS BE FRIENDLY BE PREPARED BECHEERFUL % 
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FOR 
TIRED, 
ACHING 
LIMBS, 
PeintaL Swollen 
Veins and Glands, 


Bursal Enlarge- 
ments, Wens, 


Bene 


Use and Prescribe 

















Itis o mis end gowerseliieaens and in addition is an 
an an 


germ of proven value. This 

Sieeik a dite lini tan doubi its em vs 

ine, J r., is concentrated, requiring only afew 

sate lication and even retaining its germicidal 

powers diluted one part Absorbine, Jr., to 100 parts 

water, It is purely herbal, containing no acids or min- 

erals, Allays pain promptly and makex wherever 
an effective germiv Mnimentis indicated. 

IT KILLS GERMS 
Pamphiet ‘‘ Evidence,” gives positive, clear-cut, emphatic 
evidence ot whet Absorbine, Jr., lias done and will do. 


. 
This booklet, togethor with detailed laborator ports, 
is free for the asking. — 


pon yy Ty tg ry Mae: Bante ory Hale 
Send 10 cents for liberal trial bottle or pro- 
cure regular size from your druggist to-day. 
W. F. YOUNG, P.D.F. 
291 Temple Street, - Springfi 
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“A Unique Book About a Unique Man}’’ 


‘Billy Sunday 


THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE 
By William T. — LL.D. 
Y 


Y 


The only book that explains “ Billy ’’ Sunday ; 

as readable as fiction, Contains the heart of Mr. 

Sunday's message, which has changed the lives ot 

& quarter of a million. Reproduces Mr. Sunday’s 
cturesque, heart-stirring phrases and sayings, 

hnd retains all of the wonderful appeal of his plat- 
rm utterances. 


Clat Paafaseln lustrated, 
he Oh fhe Bree othe feet Sy 20. * 


At all bookstores or from the publishers 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Phila. 

















“FITS THE VEST POCKET” 


Gist of the Lesson 


R. A. TORREY! 
*“ Terse, vigorous, brief, suggest- 
ive.””— Christian Index. 

‘Excellent in every way.’’—Bid- 
lical Recorder. 

“Challenges attention, provokes 
thought.”’ — Record of Christian 
8 Work. 

“Amazing how much in small 
space.’’— Baptist Teacher. 


F, H, Revell Co,, N.¥.,158 5th Ave. Chicago, 125 N. Wabash 


WILLIAMS PIANOS 


AND ORGANS for homes and churches sent on 


‘ approval, Factory prices and easy 
terms. Send for free catalog. State which—piano or or- 


gan. Williams Piano & OrganCo.,Dept.T,Chicago 







dn ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 


9 
trea I Ot 
Soot Rear aoat etek ES 
‘ . 
Why We Boys 

Don’t Smoke 
Cigarets 


A bunch of letters written 
by boys: who give their 
reasons : 


Why We Stopped Smoking 
Why We Never Smoked 
Single copies, 5 cents; 50 cents 

fer hundred. 


a m; $4.00 a 
These prices include postage 


Tue Sunpay Scuoot Tres Co. 
103t Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Books Worth Noting | 


From Alien to Citizen (By Edward A. 
Steiner).—Mr. Steiner gives’ a graphic an- 
swer to the question of a surprised visitor 
from Europe who once said to him, ‘* You 
take our refuse, our lowest classes, and in a 
generation you make Americans out of them. 
How do you doit?’’ .Mr, Steiner’s answer 
is the story of his own remarkable experience. 
The p?? beautifully printed pages are a de- 
lightful addition to the author’s previous 
volumes on immigration. Always he shows 
his ability to bring the human element to the 
front. (Revell, $1.50 net.) 


My Bible (By W. Boyd Carpenter, D.D., 
D.C.L., Litt. D.),— A re-issue with a new 
reface introduces a little book first pub- 
ished many years ago, Its author was for- 
merly Bishop of Ripon, and is now Canon of 
Westminster Abbey. He has long been one 
of the most eloquent preachers in the Eng- 
lish Church, The book is intended as a 
guide to Bible readers, and it takes up some 
of the more obvious and important questions 
connected with Scripture, It is largely con- 
cerned with the human standpoint, provides 
useful information, and gives many thought- 
ful suggestions, It is perhaps written with 
an undue leaning toward certain Critical po- 
sitions, and it would have been still more 
valuable if it had brought into greater prom- 
inence some of the divine aspects of the 
Bible, It is time to get back to the super- 
natural element in Scripture, rather than to 
dwell upon the purely natural and human 
aspects ; for after all it is the divine and not 
the human in the Bible that really tells on 
life. But if the Bishop's earnest and elo- 
quent pages are read with care, the book 
cannot but prove to be useful along the lines 
of its specific treatment, (Cassell, 50 cents.) 


Studies in the Atonement. (By Wil- 
lard Nathan Tobie). —Like niany other books, 
this is true in what it affirms and false in 
what it denies. In its refusa} to accept the 

énal element in our. Lord’s death the author 








4o ring tue aud adequate. tothe pain 
teaching of the New ‘Testament, and his 


efforts to meet the contentions of those who 
take the New Testament as it stands neces- 
sarily fail. An indication of his attitude is 
seen in the opinion that ‘* Paul could not 
wholly extricate his mind from its habits 
under the new régimé.”’ This is to ignore 
the apostle’s divine inspiration, The writer’s 
use of ‘‘propitiation’’ and his explanation 
of the death of Christ are certainly not those 
found in the New Testament. He endeav- 
ors to relate the atonement to the modern 
theory of evolution, and to the prevalent 
views of the unity of the hanian ‘race and 
humanitarianism, This is interesting, and 
often most suggestive, but of course it really 
depends upon whether evolution, as here 
interpreted, is true. And so, while the 
book contains not a little helpful teaching on 
certain aspects of truth, it certainly does not 


give a complete presentation of the New |’ 


Testament view of the atonement. (Jen- 
nings and Graham, 7§ cents net.) 


The Word of Authority (By John F. 
Carson, D.D., LL. D.).—When a man stands 
in a great city pulpit and commands a hear- 
ing for more than a quarter of a century he 
must have something very much worth while 
to say to the men of his day. This is what 
Pr. Carson ha8 done; and one reading this 
little book will understand why he has been 
able to do it. If the studies are sermons, 
they indicate that Dr. Carson takes ‘‘ beaten 
oil’ into the Sanctuary. The volume does 
not discuss the vexed question of ‘* author- 
ity,’ but is a series of very helpful studies 
based upon the teachings of Jesus which the 
author accepts without reserve as the final 
word of authority. There is no formal dis- 
cussion of the authority of this word. This 
is practically assumed at the outset. Neither 
is the book a formal discussion of the teach- 
ings of Jesus as a whole, but it takes up: 
*¢Concerning Ged,’’ ** The Son,’’ “The 
Holy Spirit,’’ ‘‘ Forgiveness,’’ ‘*Prayer,’’ 
** Joy,’’ **Consecration,’’ ‘ Mastership,’’ 
‘*Caution,’’ ‘*Commonalty,’’ ** Trouble,’’ 
** Heaven.” Men cannot hear such ideals 
presented in this strong and manly way from 
Sunday to Sunday without being very defii- 
nitely helped and strengthened. The authori- 
tative note which sounds throughout the book 
is refreshing in this day when so much that 
is written on the teachings of Christ is vagué 
and indefinite (Westminster Press, $1.25). 


HAT of your own 
throat, when a per- 
son with an infected 
throat suddenly sneezes be- 


Achoo!—and he sets 
free millions of germs 


Dissolving in the mouth with 
a pleasing and refreshing taste, 
Formamint feleases' a 
that flows with the. saliva into 
every tiny crevice of the throat — 


tmicide 


side you? Is it protected?’ at the a blocking 
: eir entrance into the ; an 
r must you inhale the germs canting Luisy she feriteeton 


that your fellow men send 
flying and take'a chance that 





And coming in such ‘a- handy 
form, Formamint makes it easy for 


your system will be able to = to ‘give your throat this need- 


repell them ? 


ul protection—as well 


as to get 


t relief when the irritation 


rom 
In every crowded place, = ae ready set in. But one‘ expe- 


know, you are always expose 

just such dangers of infection— 
not only to sore throat, but to even 
more dangerous .ailments. And 
that is why over 10,000 physicians 
advocate the use of Formamint— 
the germ killing throat tablet. 


**T regard these lozenges or tablets as a gna prophylactic 
Ge, sintrey ote Eg — bore yo we Loy hada 
sore throat my se nce an to use them h I period. 
ically guffered before,” 7 Pe — 





Dr.Wm. Lee Howard, the well known medical author writes : 
**I have no hesitation in stating that in Formamint we have a 


rience ‘of t e gratifying relief that 
Formamint brings will more than 
convince ‘you. A 


A. WULFING & CO. 
27D Irving Place 


AGiliated with the Rauer Chemical Co,, 
Makers of Sanatogen — The Pood Tonic 


journal, December, $ " 


t all druggists. 


New York 
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free from germ-infection. 


remedy that is invaluable in keeping the mouth and air passages 


aren 
a 


THE GERM-KILLING THROAT TABLET 














Have sung themselves into the hearts of the 








OVER ONE MILLION COPIES 


ALEXANDER’S COSPEL SONCS 


le everywhere. Returnable samples sent free. Nasder 2 
now ready. $25.00 fer 100. F.H. Revell Co., 158 5th Ave., N. Sinica 



















or 125N. Wabash Ave., Ch 











Tell the 
Boy Scouts. 


in your school that if they 
want to honor their Scout 

_ Master in recognition of 
his unselfish devotion to 
their troop, to ask us 


“What Can We Do for 
Our Scout Master?” 


and to see our advertise- 
ment.in the Boys’ Life (the 
Boy Scout magazine) for 
‘November, page 31. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 




















The Sanday School Fines 


Philadelphia, January 9, 1915 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada: These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$ 1.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 

n num of 
$1650 copies ine than ane, $1.500n0h, 
per year, One copy, five years, $6.00. 

a - 
Free Copies {onal will be alowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 
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